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The first knights

IN THE FOURTH CENTURY
A.D. the Roman Empire fell
and Europe was invaded by various
barbarian tribes. One of the dominant
eroups were the Franks of central and
western Europe, who gradually expanded
their power until, in a.n. 800, their leader
Charlemagne became Emperor of the West,
Charlemagne and his forebears added to
the number of horsemen in their army, giving
land to mounted warriors. In the ninth
century the empire, torn by civil wars and
invasions, broke up. Local powerful lords and
their mounted warriors offered protection to
peasants, who became their serfs in return. In
this feudal system, which first developed in
western Europe, the lords themselves owed
allegiance to greater lords, and all were bound
by oaths of loyalty, All these lords, and some
of the men who served them, were knights —
warriors who fought on horseback. By the
11th century a new social order was formed
by armoured knights, who served a
local lord, count, or duke, and

were in turn served by serfs.

WINGED SPFEAR righ!

Spears with sticking-out lugs
were nsually carried by the
infantryrnen (Foot seldicrs)
of Charleragne (lefty, but
cavalrymen (rounied
warrkors) might wae smaller
versicns as well, The legs
conld slop a weapoen
sliding down the shat, or
prevent the spear getling
stuck in an opponcnt’'s
Body. They might alsa
have kelped i the spear
wins wEed for fencing,

CARDLINGIAN CAVALRY
Under Charlemagne and his somns (the
Carolingians} armoured horsemen
became rnore and more important, Inthis
mianuscriph of the late ninth century the
micn have conts of scale armiour, helmets,
shiclds, and spears. They now ride with
shirmups for a mere sceune seat, The man
in front is carrying a dragon bannes
shaped like a windsock,

Sharp, dowlie-
caigand Bl

BARBAKIAN AORSEMAN
When the Boman Empaee broke g, moany
Trsennen Froem easborn Burope areived in the
weesk, This plague shiosws a Lombard hosseman of
abwouk &0, Unlike o later knight, he uscs no stivewps or
saddle, Dot uorsemen ke Timowere the foreminmers of
e pounted warroes of laler cenfurtes,

Skt fa
st .Er'.'u'Plf!

Dhozlblpedtaed blede Jrovt crosggreard

.......
| T i, 1 e = e i

CUTTING EIGE
The double-vdged slashing sword was the most highly
prj..-_.;-d af WIS ancd the most dificult and -:_':-.]'Jl,'ﬂsil.-'l,*
Loy koo, Ak firsk |.||.'||.:.-' walthy poople, such s thoee with
ul:'luu:.;'.'l 1Ty foar i wvarhorse, coald afHond ane, 50 the
aveprd Becamie the I:_-_.'Erir:l] W of the knij;hr.

T of Wi,
s is
e i

KIMNGS AND NODLES
The king and all his
nokles svore koigliks:
thizre were also
sorme knighis wlo
whern nob members
of the nobilaty, In
this 10U-centlury
seene the king sits
b close condferenoe
woith luis nobles, Hae
men whose aremed
futghit kept ham on
the Lheone,

ODATTLE AXE
The axe with a :l].'l'ri1'._!_'l blncle
|J-u'.'|.'E|:-|.1L-|.I i noctharn Europe,
It weas ﬁ:pe-riall}' pa;:-]'lll]rl'r weith the
1|-r|.ki:l1§.;,.'1, whi fn:ll.li:l":l‘ o fornt, Bank losg
favonar with EE1:|mpq';|:1 mmesanitis Ecni!;hts.
Usied by wecll-drilled infantry, it conld
Prl'ﬂ-‘l‘-]i.'l:h.‘l.' oy horsemicn, |_"?'-]'.\-I_'|_'i:|“}' when
mounted amna m..'-lT-l,l-I.-::-nJ; b FE ChamdRed and
HWTINE iri binth hangd=.

Mlamy of the tribes

living in Europe after

the Fall of Roms fought

on foot and the increasc in

reeanted warfare was gradual,

This axehead is from Gormany, {/-
) I*;J"I

L]

CHARCGE!
Cavalrymen put their

oppoets o flight in this

[tabiam manuscript of 025, All * |
tlue kazglibs war couats } !
of mail (pp. 12-138

ikl il Juopds -
azied iron helnets. 4
‘5‘!1'-.|Fe-: wrouned the horses” chiests
amed hindyuarters hold their
saddlies in ]:IIIL-G'\'I!. Thisi= warriors
look like fough, practical
fighting men rather than the
conrteous
knighis

of chivalry.

where fendalism and knighthood
were by in i._'c_:-m"lnE.




The Normans

SHIELTR WALl
I this scene from the Bavews Tapesiry, the English
Jefend thelr hillbop pesitiom at Fastings, Linlike the
Mormans, the English fought wholly on foor. The
armewr and weapons of the higher-ranking troops
are simalar b those of the Mormans, cxooept for the
large two-handed axe at she shoulder of the left-hand
figure. Bundles of avelins and a fAying mace cun be
seeL Morman arroves Bave stuck in thedr shicld=.

I an arremer to stop the Vikings raiding his
territory in northern France, King Charles the
Similﬂ gave some land to a group of these
northern invaders in 911. Their new home
was called Normandy (the land of the North-
men), and their leader, Rollo, became its first
duke. The Vikings fought on foot, but the
MNormans, as they became known, copied the
French use of mounted knights and became
formidable fighters, When King Edward the
Confessor of England died in 1066, his cousin,

S
]

i

1 r——

fashionable in Eurepe in

the 1180 and 12tk contugics.
Typical of the stvbe wens
miesive columns and
roancad .'m‘."]l.-l.'.‘c_. qovany Fuare 1t
this e of Durlom Cathedral.

southern Italy and Sicily.

SEABORNE ARMY Duke William of Normandy, claimed he had 1R e s st il
-I . .f“ - = - : I, - . .
II;'I-'-r'li:; $ﬁ:::§LTi:ﬁ:;ﬁﬁ been prﬂmlsed the Enghsh throne and = - stome b build some of teir
wooden shiclds stand ready on invaded with an army. He defeated the new [ 24 fl;’ﬁ:::*‘driP-fﬁ;ﬁ;?]“”’-“’ NOBHLER
h im Thi i . . k : L slis, ; » o ke F b 12t anel i
L:,f:ﬂ,ﬂifmﬂ Rﬁs.;mﬂ} king, Harold, in battle near Hastings and A - ibheys. and puliches e 2 ik f-lr:-t'lilr;:iﬂ;ﬂlmiuiknv;;;i?:f?nﬁujd
-k Ly ) . L T r= okl o CLat itk k) [ - a TE AT ; v vkl H ail.
shotws vessels #ﬁiﬂ‘ﬁ‘.‘ﬁﬁ by brought the knight, his castle, and the feudal - gy e Titeak 4 o N Bayis U Dl scteier miad
invading army to England, S?EtEI'n to EI‘lglaI'ld. .f'!'ﬁ.t ﬁbﬂut thﬂ' Salmne tlI]_"I_EI,. O ?I.'IEIJHI:II.TJI.E:;: l.:i:-il.ﬂﬂ_ﬂl.ﬂ Profenston
Morman adventurers invad r - RamARCIqUEInEe) carelid Carving of
c aded Pa ts of . . architecture, whicl was aierce il raethvical bewss
o,
] :

T amaidiner
sirr.-J:;-; FTRHaH
:.lr.‘Er'mTJl'_llr
whhaefand Tnere

SHIELDED FROM DAMCER
This Listle 12th-century brone:
ﬁ.l__.:uri:u-u shiys that L:nif;hl:l}"
aquipmnent changed only slowly
after the Xorman Condgquest. The
bop of dlue beloaet 35 tilked
slighily forward, aned the figure

Chrerivadier

PRICEK SPFUR
Thix 'I.'l1]'|.-n:_'nt|.1r_'r' F:ri:'lr. spur i=
made fromm Binned fron. [ weas fpstened 1 the
knight's foot by straps riveted toits arms, Although wears a bong undergarment
spurs carmie o b weorn by many different classes, they budor the miileoat, on which Wires)lers
weeret tlways espocially sssocintod with knights, Toog sleeyves are 0w CORUTKIL,
Pusition af bavd Thie shield his a decorative

farafiach sl kil boss in bhe contre.

= BLOW YOUR HORMN
Hocns were used mol only
ber mmeake music and anpounce
ciinnes, bt for sigonalling on the
battleficld. This oo was made in e 11
century from an elephant’s tusk and comes from
southern Ttaly, Thie Mormans settlod muach of Qo aea
and |:|:||'I|.'|I.I{'I'|.':‘i.'] Sicily. This island bad & rich mistoee of
Byeantine and Mushim culture and Ly on profitable
trirde routes acooss the Moedibermmaean.

Mlanthpivee

CUTTING ERGE

Tl sword was the kalghi's
oain weapon. This
deubile-ediped culling
savcrd Jeas a groove,
called a fulles running
dosen the Dlade o make
it ligliter. The brazxil-
nud-shaped gomnel
Telps counler the weighl
of thae blade and s make
the swvord easter 1o handle,

Dhoille-eiiped
culting Wlade

Crosrmied Peamanel

RIDING TO THE ATTACK iy

This 15 a seene froan the Baviux Tapesiny, an
embroddery probabdy made within 20 yeers of the
Battle of Hastiogs, [ slows Morman k.ni.glal:-, weluy woar
miilocals wilh hoods and iron helmets with ooseguards, They
carey kite-shaped shields, swords, and Light lances. The small flags,
called penmeas, o the lanees show them te be mien of high rank.




Making a knight

Wi asour seven YEARS OLI} & boy of noble birth who was
going to become a knight was usually sent away to a noble-
man’s household, often that of his uncle or a great lord, to be
a page. Here he learned how to behave and how to ride.
When about 14 he was apprenticed to a knight whom

he served as a squire. He was taught how to handle

weapons and how to look after his master’s armour el

and horses, and even went into battle with the knight,
helping him to put on his armour and assisting him if Ty
he was hurt or unhorsed. He learned how to shoot a ’Jir:, ]
bow and to carve meat for food. Successful squires were

knighted when they were around 21 years old.

Backplate

DOY'S CUIRASS
Thasa pivee of armour of about 1600 are pact of a full
armour specially made to (il a boy, Only rich familics
eould afford fo give their young sons such a gift.

Putting
the slomne

PRACTICE MAKLS PERFECT

Woung men who wanded fo be knights had

b keepe Jit S0 squires trained copstantly o
exercise Hweir musclies and improve their skill
with weapons, They practised with each oller
and alzo sormetimaes with their

]':.'l'lig|'||.|._'." masbers, who also
necded to keep in trim. Such
tratning: wis hard amd nat
CVEry O evmzled munage it,
These who did, eventually
wianl o ko becomie '|-:11.i3211:5.
This 15':'1-I.'L‘-:II11I.I'__I.' picture
shows warionms Wby thr
Foug men cinald train,

Fighlitng witly

ITales foadinch
dwasefs (gl peres)

Thn:.-.-.-ing
the javelin

s and
Luckler

THE PAGE

Soms of noble Families
whi were sent away al
a very carly age fo the
honasehald of a great
lond or o the king's

conart learmed o varioty of
skills. They were [Taited
b servee a knight, fo altend
nable Lndics, and to leam
th et of courtly manners
and jrood breeding,

Wrestling

Fi3]1|'i|1g with
aquarterstaff

CHAUCER'S SOUIRE aboy
{ :-e_u:-H':{:_',.' Chavcer sk his
-DT.u.'u:'n‘rﬂr_l,r Tahes im0 bt 1380,
O o the storics is told by a
ﬂl:lﬂ:i:l'!!. whi is the Ii1."|:_'l_'!." siim of
A knight ard abont X vears

old. He conld compose sangs,
dane, drvee, and werite, Te was
also o good Tider anad knew how
bex jonast, Cither stories show that
some squires were not as well-
mannered a5 Chawoer's.
Somictimaes they behapved like
thugs. At Doston, England,

im TZRE, twor ZRNES nif
sauiTes, prefending
o hiold o sauires’
tourmament,
burnt down

half the town.

T
S
3 L

I

Chancer nodes how
the sqpuire carved the
mcat in front of his father at the dining table,

Knowing how bt carve properly was askill taught bo
these sons of noble familics as a part of their training,

JOUSTING PRACTICE oo
This could be dane with o weoden strpctune
called a quintain, sermetimes shaped like o
seldies, After striking the shield at the ead of
one swinging armm the ider had to pass by
guickly to aveid the swinging weight,

AT THE TABLE )}R\

THE SOUIRE
The vword squine comes from the French vwond deager, which
mzank shield-Bearer, In the 11th and 12th centuries many
sguires scerm to have boen servants of a lower social class,
Bt Later the sons of noble familics would becomae squincs
before being knighted. In the 13th cenbury becoming a
knight was s0 expensive that many young men ticd o
aveid actually Being knighted and remained squires,
Later the woord squire came to mean a gentfleman whio
owed land.

AT THE FEL

5|]I.15I'I."'5- comnled p:r:l-.-ﬁ'-a::
i!E-'ﬁl-'IEt wwoodaen st or
pel. Bometimaes they were
Eivq:n WM derrblis thee
wq:ighr aaf thinse usexd En
Banktls ten |'|I."]F thom et
weesd top them aned to
l,‘|1,!1|'i,""|l1p thair muscies,

DUBBING

Acsgquire was finally made into a
I:ni_El'll: ik thi= CE Y of du'L'l'l.tinE,.
This was originally & blow to the
neck with the hand, thaagh by the
13th -:'-::nl'u:r:r' this was l.'I_"PIL'II.'L"l'.[ |'.'I:|-' i

fxp with the sweord. The ic:n:igl'll:'h.
sword amad spuass wene fawstened on

and celebrations emight Foalliawe
wharn b couled show off his skills,
Ancthor thiE,]LT_. afben the :ﬂ.]uin:":i
e O evon Eh ki.u.g;_,

performisd the dubbing,.

Thigh-lemptin
leatfer bhaats

10
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Iron, iron, everywhere

e Ma BoDY ARMOUR worn by early knights was made
of mail, consisting of many small, linked iron rings.
During the 12th century knights started to wear more
mail: their sleeves got longer and mail leggings became
popular. A padded garment called an aketon was also
worn below the mail to absorb blows. In the 14th century
knights increasingly added steel plates to protect their
limbs, and the body was often protected further

with a coat-of-plates, made of pieces of iron
riveted to a cloth covering. By about 1400
some knights wore full suits of plate
armour. A suit weighed about 20-25 kg
(44-53 Ib), and the weight was spread over
the body so that a fit man could run, lie
down, or mount a horse unaided
in his armour. Stories of cranes
being used to winch knights

into the saddle are pure fantasy.
But armour did have one major
drawback. The wearer quickly
became very hot.

AL
[ this piece of madl, cach open ring is
interlinked with four ofhers and closed with
a rivel. A mail coat weighed about 9.14 kg
(E0-31 1), and ot of the weight was taken
an the kntglit's showlders, Ax mail was
flexdble, & heavy Blow could cose broken
bowses or bruising,

ENIGHTLY FLAQULE
This meanted knight of e 149th century
haas o heelen fithed with a crest, This helped to
icentify him in Battle. However, by this time
headgear like this was losing popularity in
favonr of the basinet and wisors

i allaieing
f;ﬁr; E}-f BASINET MANL-MAKER
i Thiy Iealipn basinet of the late Mo one knows

Ldth century was originally
fitked with o wizor thal pivoled
cver the brow, Tiot, prebalbily
within the helmet’s working

cxactly how mail vras
mipde, This Tath-cenluey
picture shows an armourer wsing pliers to join
the links, Garmenls were shaped by increasing

Cowd i [ife, a side-piveling visor or reducing the number of links in wach Tow,
T e Lk way fitted. The Germans rather like a modern knitting patbern.
."m.‘I.!:'E-c E. o 3 called this Lype of

helmict a Hunidsgupel

rernoed {honnd's hoad),

Venilation A\ .:'I;'l:-‘q"'ii'f_ T-EF ff I
I'.‘l'.ljl':i = - ; o

COURTLY GAUNTLETS
Cauntlel plates, Like
this laLe ]4':E'L-CL"I'I|:IJI:|I'
weail e pair from Milan,
gurd [aly, veene plvaled
ber the Back of a
leather glowve
Smaller plales
were added Lo
pecice] Lhe fingers,
O these plates each
cuff has a band of brass
o which is writlen e latin
word AMOE, Jove

SALLET
Laglit borsemen, who mighl not
weeat armour on eir lower
Larges, oilleein wiare helnsds
Like this German sallct
of THA0-15100 [ svas
aeiginally filled
with a chin

BARBLITE
[talian barbuies, like this one of about 14435, Look
wather like ancient Greck Corinthinn helmaets.
The resetle-headed rivets seounsd p canvas lining
band irside. to which was scvwn a padded lining,.
Rivels levwer dovwn ﬂr‘.gin.;.ll}' heled o lesither chin
strap to stop the helmet being knocked off.

T

i

The knight om the left dates from
alroud 1240, Cheer bis padded aketan
hiz wears a mail coat and nver that a

coat-cf-plabes, His surenat 35 short

arud his legs have somae plabe
aemear, Thie knight om the right
dates from about 1420 anad has fall
plate arrmoar,

Visor sl
Deizoatal sigit

“Cathio-afyle”
Fhietad devorniiong

LIMHIFHSELD

Fully mailed knights oeeded to protect themselves againzs
Fusewy blowes Erom Losees or imaces. This picture, dravwn by
Wittt Paris in the first half of the 13th century, shows e
large shivlds thew used. By 1400, thanks w the effectiveness
1k F]:H-.: armons, siviclds lad becose much smaller

Pointed cwff

Crilee pile

"Fy - I_ iy ‘_|I'I*... !
ot THE 4 \R"“\_..llr.'.::_'l.'.il'-!'u? Plaies
! [ ¢
-
; g

Ehapral biewile

pichis

THE MMAILED KNIGHT
Thi= knig;_hr-e_:-f;ll'.tltlr 1230 wesams a

cloth sorcoat over his manil, i:-e'r]ur.'-ﬁ 1 ik bion
of Muslim dress seen on crosede [peS4-53) His
miail sleeves are extencded inbo mitkens, witly
Tesuthier pﬁlm!: for E;'i'cl.*.'l :.;_-:In.ll.l |.',r.ip-.

GAUNTLET
Typical of the long, fluted style popalar
for German “Gothic™ armour of the
later 13th century, the missing fnges
ard thumb plates would be riveted toa
Elove Attachied inside, Mlatis armeoer ke
(his gave betler protection than mail,
pecane i was 20lid and did not fex
when strck by wespon.

13



“Mellows" pisor, =41
sigmilid Foemase

of s shapy

Shvalder defoince
e frown sevvemind
arlizuiiled
rindizadaaily
rnwing) plafes

Besgey o
i r i
armp it

-,
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., Fashion in steel

/' Byme 15TH CENTURY, knights were protecting
themselves with full suits of plate armour designed

to make the edﬁes and points of weapons glance from
their smoot

any blows but still allowed the armour to be made

reasonably light. Plate armour was often made

—  toimatate civilian fashions. Some armours were

" — partly painted black, both to preserve the

surfaces. This reduced the impact of

metal and as a decoration; or they could be
“blued”, by controlled heating of the metal.
Some pieces were engraved with a pointed

tool, and from the 16th century, designs
were often etched into the metal with

» Y acid. Gold plating, or gilding, was

I"...::

P sometimes used to embellish borders or

“Bing” e e poloyn or
Knee guwird protectad fhe
wenrek feom side cals

ol | Y -
FUCKER SUTT T mﬁ'" |
The ridges in Lhis Anlihe, B
CETIab Ao 3 ":'
of aboul 1520 iy
irnitate the pleaked
Clothing of the time,
The style is called
“Blaximilian®™ afcr
the Cerman ermperer,
alfhough he docs ne
spem b have been
connechod sith it It
combines the
roandied Italian skyle
with the Corman fluted
decorabion of the
154 century, This form

of armour remnined Figiires
popular until aboeul i1 vy
1530, This suil i= made aFMIE

up of surviving
pleces from several
similar armours of
The sare peried,

Blried, vfedeal
apnd gild cediy

Slepumg lion

bands of decoration and, in some
cases, entire armours.

Erebosaod, elcied
it gl doluliin's
ik placed oper
Jeale-tudlid aerolis

OTEM TO THE ALR
Thiz Bazrgonet was an open-
e Bualemet welich allowed
e aie e oreach e faos
thine the clise-luelinet Boloswy
This ewample, with its decaration
i.1ni|'.1ti.||..|__.: the ek of aeient Beoane,
was indendid for s in parades
rather than for wardare. IEwas made
in ..'".ll.E.'-:hum. I'.-il.'rm.m:,'. i bk 13240

Visar puizds af fre saoe podil
s [l resf af W fareganed

P foe lifting wlsoe

FROTECTING THE
FACE
A close-helinel s one
svith a wlsor 1o pratect
e svearer’s face. This
o was profably oade
it Fraoee in aboaal 1575, 1L
is covered wilh ambossed
decaratioa, which was
usually added to armour
miade dor parades,

Clese-helmet

Crorget pitles
attashad fo the Bl
prafeet the o

Slim plides on TRILMPIAL ENTRY
this felilivg bujfe This picture of King
Hey B lonveved Louis X1 of Franee

apEr ous otk entering Chaenes wis
i.'ug::lmufdnlm: :l.||.u|1'|,-:n:|" fev celfnut prviieet ar Fﬂ'l.'i:l!ud anout 1310
srveral sfrips r.!,F,';.H-.t'! Jrdread for peiicls Hhe face The coloured clnth
rdverraliy Fy Iether stmaps skicts popular af the

toieich fef fhens wmore b weere called “hases™,
Tha k.i:n.g".-: hielrmet is fikbed

witly i becaleic crest.

Lhice-resd bl ped

suppart tie terph? of

rhe Larce ard preveat

i et Fanineal Reimforcing hres)
throegh the armpit dolackart] attachad fo
O Irapact Hee breastplite fa

drorense prafeciion
agRinsl ik

MASTER

FEAWING
Jacub Halder,
whi wiss Master
Armaner at
Groeenwich, near
Lﬂ-:l'l.-'.[-l‘:ln_, p:lbdutu:l
illustrations for people
| whio wanted armoar
made, often in the form
af 2 st of picees called o
garnibane which conld b
misde indor armmionars for wear
aned tournnment. This o
waas for Sir enry Lee,
Miaster of the
Armaouries 157E=16100

Seaall pletes on
e ganntiels gine
catzlele frevdimm
of Hemeaiend doe
e Rl

LATEST FASHION
Thiz armonr was made for

Paleyn his
Hiiles abone

Lord Guckhurst in about wnid Belos

1367, It is o product of the wivich ailoe

wnrkshops in Grocnsvidch sot K ke Jo

up by Flenry VI The derud withont

breastplabe has followed the expasing (i

fashion in becoming more lase Bengath

and more pointod af the

wiist until, s here, the full

shape known as a " =
"peasond” is formed, The Flexilie sabsaton S TR
bulging hips allow for <loth feaons e sofe R e

trunk-hiose worn bereath.
The burgoenet has a riple-
barred face-guard behingd o
removable buffe.

e st
shae herapatiy

Aioes ek sk

0N PARATDIE
Three knights side in procession, from the carly 1ath-century
Trimanph of Maximiliars, They carry enormous parade banners
representing Styria, Austria, and Old Awstria, The harses wear
plate xrmour; the animal in the middle cven has picoes o
swancd his upper legs = siech ihems were very mare,
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Armour, the inside story

ProrLr oFren Teink that plate armour is
clumsy and stiff. But if it were, it would
be little use on the battlefield. In fact, a man
in armour could do just about anything a
man can do when not wearing it. The
secrel lies in the way armourers made the
plates so that they could mowve with each
other and with the wearer. Some plates
were attached to each other with a rivet,
which allowed the two parts to pivot
(turn} at that point. Others were joined
by a sliding rivet, one part of which was
set not in a round hole but in a slot, so the
two plates could move in and out. Internal
leather connecting straps, called “leathers”,
also allowed this type of movement. Tubular-
shaped plates could also have a sticking-up
or flanged edge to fit inside the edge of
another tubular plate so that they could
twist around.

Skl

JII MITTEN GAUNTLET

Finger This Gerrnan gauntlat

plale Hivge —~ of about 1515 allosys
|| e b Lo e closed

ko o 4. The fnger

Flitked || Thaeni plates ave conneched by a

decamdion | plinde - pivielat each et o the plates
pivot down as the Dist closes,
Oitlser pivets acounsd the edges
el & leatluer glove
Comnectivg  Lining fadcle, to whiels the
vt atless | e for hanged thaml plade
piwlesfe 0 adlachivg ¥ owas allached,

| gl

pival,

“inne
heider

Visar S for
(R

| viser-fiig

| %

Eey di doek sl
Busr i Bl

|!_.'_|.'|'w Frrar

.'{.e'.ilrlﬁ?.r.;'.ilrl;: Hiwd siiied

Pate ettt iolid
veEar diron
i et

e do
socane liming

'J'l'u;l-.!:alr
e .'1|-J||:'
t-:m.‘i.u'ug

d_ Iigge ta

fmrrr
hepar

. Hinged sheap o fick
fonvsr ey fo skall

; e . £
: ":l‘.‘ =] ¥ ¥ CLOSE HELMET FORTHE TILT
This etehod Morth Halinn belmet of about 1370 haza m'inl‘-::-rciné; Fll.'lh:
rivedind o the skeull or Boawel. The visor fits inside the bevar, which is divided
it upper and bower parks The visor and the fwo perts af the bevar all
prvol at Her g |'_'-c.~:int aran il sicle of the skoll and sen bae locked |:I'|E-I_'|:|'I|."'T.

HOTWOREK

Aan armourer has Tealed a piooe of
metal in o furnace 1o sodten it and
is hammecring it into shape over an
anwvil 2ot ina bree trunk, A bellows
forces air ever the fire b raise the
temperature,

Cnmn'._'.'.ilr:_: Caneker
icativer
rreplancizentl

Hale for epnogg st o
e e o close lever
ERTRIRITRL]

Lareer daemans
I'.II" E'-'n'IIT.Ill'lII.'{'

' -',:'IIlPA.l.'I.HHﬂ N AND WAMBIRACE

Kapd
iHatird
ek

iy |'._"!_ i

i

rib,

Pipreied .
b '-'-:' Ir:“. %\ M.

L]

defenne

Lipper cvinion
o oy

This labe Tath-century right-nrm defenoe
pratects b whole arm from wrist [o
shoulder, The shoulder defence (pauldond is
made of several plates (Tamest compnectod by
slicting rivets and internal leathers, so they all
meve over ane anether beoa certain exlent, The
pantld v = comnected o Ehe upper arm
Ivambrace! by a turnen, which allows the anm to
bwist putwands. Leathers cannest the UPPCE AT,
o, amed lonwer amm, The springy mclal of the lower
arm xkecps the stud firmly in the hole,

CUISSE AND POLEYM
This i=an -eh'.'|:|'|_1_,r '||"|r|'|-|:|_=n‘.l.||-__L'
defence For the thigh (ouisse)
il ke ':_'|:l|'-h':.-'|'|;l nf the ri|'.h|;
|I."E:_. The back of tHe r'l'.ir_'n wWils
|.1e-:|.|:s||;|.' Tt 1:np'r-!:-r-;'|_'r{'d.
T cazissie is Inoed §o the
wearr s torso, and
hioles at thar Toseer
el take shuds that
sHek out From Ehe
lovsees I-:_"!; ATITIONT,

Mo replanemen)
fale b bace Jo Jorso

Tin gl
,I'::.:r.'.-m.‘

o [ mgainst
i Vooaiide cuds

!

Sedisiera oather
At fir bunele

ceranerzed Hiigle

- Deside of cutise

Rimet
for
ditern]
strap

Bk iellenes
plates do i

Sy oing
Eeyhde sicd fo
aftach siid |::," I.':li-.'i-.'r._'.'."l.'li_: lamdteer
feaper foyg defvne .-"rl'lr.':l.-l'u'r.ll replacenient)
Byactle Y fastenn paienn
- arctitnd Pack of By

e SR}
S

SHAPING UT

Moicrn
'S.'i".?ll?

This carly liath-conbary
.'.rr.1-::-1'.r.|_'-'r is s.'l'n?inj:.
I|I cold metal using an
anvil. Hecenld also use
curved formers 2etin
the tree trunk on which
8] ]'.-I.'.n:vl_' the mekal while
]1.3|11rr'.|_'ri:15'_. h_':_!rli'l.'q' [1NT
picce ik reuined
.f.'ll.;'up:'.

-——. Sk Wil

Arbizitafing rivet

T Papiidren

16




Arms and the man

T 115 sworp was THE most important knightly
weapon, a symbol of knighthood e
itself. Until the late 13th century

the double-edged cutting sword was used in
battle. But as plate armour became maore common
more pointed swords became popular, because they
were better for thrusting through the gaps between
the plates. There was also a rise in popularity of the
mace, which could concuss an opponent. Before
drawing his sword or using his mace, however, a
mounted knight usually charged at his opponent
with his lance lowered. Lances increased in length
during the medieval period and, from about 1300,
began to be fitted with circular vamplates to guard
the hand. Other weapons such as the short axe could
be used on horseback while long-handled staff
weapons, held in both hands, could be used on foot.

AT THE EEAINY

Thee double-cdmed
cubling sword,
sl unshaeathed
it Lais 13th-cenlury
Lol gy could
Lear il links apart
and drbve them inko
awound,

THE COUCHED LAMCE

Early 14th-comhary knighis chazge in
fermmation with lances “couched™

under (heit arms. To !HL"-."FI thair Linua,

thew rode at a trat before charging as

they neared the cremy

SHINING SWORD

This sword of alout T4
birs i copper-gllt crossguand,
Lk dhe WAL abosee e, it
was prebably made for a
rich knaght,

posniaed

FLANGEDR MACE
A Manged mace has idges sticking
eyt frem the head b concendrade
1he faree of the Blaw, Ances ke this
iy hanwe been used as |.'-.'.||.'I_'!.' % thie

CUTTIMNG A PATH siph!
This werly Tith-centbury manuscripl

wabz swung im both hands ko deliver
a poweetful blow, This one, possibly
miade in England, dates to pbout
1450 Large sweords hegan to bicomie
popular in the L5th contury and a
knight wonld often hang one from
Ieig saddle in addition ko his

narmmal sveord,

= T " 3 PR g il
“x L+ I
i B PR P 2R ™ e = ST o PR
Fish-tail Harm grip Fiange

Diganored-preafile Fade Crossgiied Modern l-"l-'n'.-e'u'fllleln.'lm‘.l
I\. el _:;n'lu- ith cap

e
apdad
-

et P RA T

GETTIMNG THE MAINT
Cha this shacply pointed war sveord of

FEATH QR CLORY
The impact of fwe riders closing at
abamtde kmdh I:l“r:im]'.hh:l i the
pernbed] Lanee s lethal waapon, In
this early 15th-contuny pictune a
Enight's Lince has passed by his
I.IF?]J-::A:II.EHI:'H uhield wnd r.lllﬂi:l'.-l_‘l.‘l
thraugl his armemr. The fipgure
o thie left kas o by -blded
cudting sword called o
falchicar. & pollaxe, a staff
seapaam used o feot, lies
o the oo

fuller has been replaced by a stilfer cne
with a diamend-shaped profile, This
assizted the thrust, The acute pobint could
buarst apart the links of o plece of mall,

WEAFOM OF BaME
This sword was probabdy mode
le a weallly pordon. Dating

sunken lollow in the poaumel
whieh waould have held a plague
willy the ovwner's coal-al-acms.

Hiillirw firr
sl sl

SHORT AXE

the second half of the 148h century, the
old-sbyle Blade with a conlral gresve or

fronn the labe T3th cantury, it hasa Fig-shaped
pevrnged

DAGGIR

Enights did not use daggers very mouch uadil the 19t century. This is

alate Thth-century rondel dagger, so-called bocause of the protective

iren discs b either eod of the grp. L was the bypical knightly dapprer
atid was careied ina decorabed loathor shaagh.
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Enights sometimes wiclded twio- 78 ek aif
shows that double-edged swonds 11th contury but became mone popular handed axes, but the smaller, single- Bteaget
wvores s8] wviddely vsed Lo slash al in the 1410h contury as mane 'F'L'ltl-‘ dleera ; ! banded varisty wits aasier b use on
an enemy Surviving skelelons armonr was warn, This example las a Tt = 'ﬁ,,h : horseback. This Tdth-century example,
shon tluat the Torce of a blow bronze head mounted ona modeen - : = rrousded ana modern batt, bas the remains
could cause lerrible injirees haft. Aniron ball attached tooa latt by BLOODY BUSINESS of Loy iron ]:|1L51!Lu which men clown the hatt
and el ko e Bones, i chinin was called a Flail; this was Maker's When a dagper was used the opponent was often grasped around the b stop the axchend bedng ot off. Th back is

uspally used on font. e neck Before the fatal Blow was slrock. This often meanl slabbing al Lhe exbended ko form a beak,
Face ar, as in this lale 15th-cenlury example, cutting the theoal, Like
sharply pointod svwoerds, such daggers could alse plerce matl
--;-_:_'?.'J
- = S TRl * e AT Lol R L PN e LTt b e RN T el S e T e TR
Secay : 1 _"‘ ; STy . , __". r 3 '.__. 5y i=a T 'I..-. _._-_ 3 i!?-q::.-‘ __:L '-:._. ': I .'.._.______. -:' .
o e T L A o e s _-.-_;/_" e SR W - el olar HES-ELe o At e e L o e B
GREAT SWORT

Fisttail Minderr Two-hand swords were latge Sigle-catpad Blids Fevnins of st decoration Founidel
pannae oord i werslons of the erdinary swaord and Drlawecond-sectivn dlage




FIT FOR & BEIMNG

An varly '[-Ith-l.'l.*:n.h:ry
miniitene sluowes the k:int; of
Engrland an his warhasrsie
Tha richly decorirted
|.'|.1'.'|.'|.'i:13.-:n' trapper wooaled

brix 1zsend 1-:Ld.ie-:;:-l:|t':-|1|.=:|':|!|.‘lil.'

arrns amed might bee pacdded
dor exira protection. S
worre dven msde of mail.
Mofice the “fan™ crest.

GEEAT HIYHSE
Nodesrier or “Great Florse”
wrars arrmonr on ks head, neck
and chest, Bhe Latker partly
converd in doecorakive
clath. Thix kﬂi3h1 in this
15th-century pichare
WIHETS Iq,:-n_!; SPUTS angd
showes b ﬁtr.aiﬁhb-
I Fiding
positicm, Fle uses
double reins, one
of which is hii','hl_'!.'
decarated,

On horseback

T tie 110RSE was an expensive but vital item of a knight's equipment.
Knights needed horses for warfare, hunting, jousting, travelling, and
baggage transport. The most costly animal was the destrier or warhorse,
This was a stallion about the size of a modern heavy hunter. Its deep chest
cave it staying power yet it was also nimble. Knights prized warhorses
from Italy, France, and Spain = in fact the Spanish Andalusian is the closesl
modern breed to the warhorse. By the 13th century knights usually had
at least two warhorses, together with other horses for different tasks.
The courser was a swift hunting horse, though this
name was sometimes applied to the warhorse,
with “destrier” used for the jousting horse,
For travelling, knights often used a
well-bred, easy-paced mount
called a palfrey. Packhorses
called sumpter horses
were used to carry

baggage.

Etcited and
2l dicewation

ROWEL 5PUR rigil

Spurs with a selaling spiked
ronare] on the end of the arm
had replaced prick spurs by the

carly 14th contury, This decorated
copper-gill exarnple dates e the

scvond half of the 15th centuey,

| b i

fenidivera

Separately wordzy
nretal ]?.'Hfi‘:i

MINIATURE GIRAT
A knight weore spurs on his fect. Ha
wsed them fo wrge on his harse, This
I Zth- or 1Mh-contury prick spar is
made of finned inon. The two leather
straps that passed over and under
the foot wore riveted o the ends
of cach spaar arm,

Kol

Mrick ar goad

FIEM SEAT
Iran $|:EITL1FG- likar this ooe d:l.l:i:u.g Fromen bl 1400y cendury
wiers wirn with Long straps so the koight was aloest
stanciings in them. This, fogether with the suppert of
h'iEh sadelle baards at front and ceae, meant he had a
wiry secure seak From which o fight.

MOBLE HEALD
Horse armoar was
expensive and uncommon. [F
a knlght could enly allerd part of
the armoue, he svould usaally cloose the
shaflron, Nuwe pleoa for e head. The shatfron
prababdy came inlo use during e 13HR cenfuee This
o, comiplete wilh celnel Lo pestect Lhe neck, 15 oocthesn
lalian and dales frogn abaut 1530, Botl pieces are decorated
with efched ard gill lands depieling ananals, bands, and

15THALENTURY
JIUSTER
[2drior = Froem tho
Likin dexhra, l::ria'h.l_lI
— may SUREest thi
Teorsser wrmss led weith
tha right hand, or
thitt ke Do weith thae
:'iEhI: ]L*E| so that if
he swervied hie
woald maove away
from an OppeTAnt,

MUFALE
Acsteel framie is decorabed with opervwark pancls and
chisellisd bars, At rl'u,*1|:|;|'.-J a1 German :insn:ripl'inu s

A God wills, s is rrl._l,-';lim." Belosw is a crownied ]mp-t_'ri.'l'l
eagle amed the date 1361, Twae lixands support the panel, The
lettiers at the haoltaom ]'.-rnl;l.'lb]}' indicate the owner's name,

figures, The crinet flexes an sliding rivets ard indernal leathers,

Ciazin g
adtier forses

Spke woith
st patiern

Brse pliermae-
himlder

SWIFT HORSE
A late 15th-conlury woodeul
shioivs a messenges on his mount.
Tl lvorse is fast and has enough
stremgll for leng-distance travel.

Flanped exe-
auied

Palf platpe

Drhecpseiad
eplipd dvrse

FIRCOM THE
HORSE'S MOUTH
Cueh bits siondlar
Lo thiks one were
used by miklitary
riders from the
Lakes Biddle Ages
ol 190N contusy.
Lewerage feom 1w Long
armns pul pressice on the
lorse's mouth and gave
good control,

SHAFFRON righ!
This Geernat shaflvon fromm
Iha 12605 has a poll plate,
attachued Toy o Brass hinge, to
prcteed Uve fop ol Lhe lorse’s
bizasd, The central spike and
rondel ane missing, The
rivets ariginally held an
indermnal lnding,
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The castle

A CASTLE COULD EE a lord’s private residence or home, his
business headquarters, as well as a base for his soldiers. The
first castles probably appeared in northwestern France in the
ninth century, because of civil wars and Viking attacks.

Although some early castles were built of stone, many

consisted of earthworks and timber walls. But slowly knights
began to use stone (and later brick) to build their castles,
because it was stronger and more fire-resistant. In the late 15th
century, more settled societies, demands for comfort, and the
increasing use of powerful cannon meant that castles became

less important. Some of their military roles were taken
forts, defended gun-platforms controlled by lhe state.

RMOTTE AND BAILEY
Ther cagtles of the 10gR to 1 20h conturies
usnaly consisted of a ditch and
r.1|:||.'|.1.'|:r|: with weosen fonees.
From the 11th century many
wiere also given i maennd called  S0ad
a miotbe, & Last line of defenes -
with a wooden kowier on Eoip
'['l:ll.'-;.'ni:-un:.'.l.rd ar braviley belowe

it heled all the dl:-l:u.e'.til'il.'h:l.i]l.ﬁng::.

| ,M_.xqﬂgaﬁmﬁ STHEMCTH IN STONE
The stone danjon, or keep,
becarms commaon in fhe late
[Tth and 1280 conturies,
The latger ones ceuld
£ hald pccommodation
- for thi Jord and his
havschold, Thi bailey
wits by o eflen
surronnced by stone
witlls with squar: bowers,
Round lawers appearcd in
the 12th contury,

BINGS OF DEFEMCE
oonceniric custlies,
which wene first bailt in i
tha 15tk cenhary, hianed Eswes .';'
rings of walls, one within _J'
the other This Eave bwn X
!Em':-; nlf defenoe. The ;‘-;‘.".-.--.
inner ring was ot Ao,
his,]wr:n:l E,i'.'l,lnr:hq-r:.' hl
cleser fiedd of fire, Some

old castles with keeps

hiand onater rings added later,
which gave yet another line
of defenoe, Sometimes rivers
were used ko give broad
wirter defences

CEREACKING CASTLE

Sometimes wooden fences on the
mothe were meplaced By stone walls,
forming a shell keep, Occastenally
& skome fower was boill on g
trnotle, Bl the artificlal ouound
weas nol always slong crough
ko ke bhe weight, The

I 3th-century Clifford’s
Tonwer i York, England,
has cracked as a pesull,

over by

MARROW SLIT
Windowes near Lhe grouand were made
wery stnall bo guard agalnst enemy
mikssiles op soldiers clivnbing Lhirowgl,
Sarch windows were narsew on (he
odsiade bt splavied on the inside 1o lel
in as mauch lght as possille,

MEN AT WORK

Sdone castles cosla Forbune bo bBuild and could take voars 1o
samplate. The losd and Uhe master masan chose a steong sike and
plar. Stone had o b browght o specially. In addition, large
amounds af liree, sand, and water wese eaded for the mortaz This
materials and workforee were normally provided by Uae Joed.

CATEHOUSE

Castle gatehonmsos were
always strongly Fortified.
At Doves, England, the gate
i flnked by boo massive
reund toweers The walls
are splayed at the base —

. the thicker
masonry helps to
|.'l|:\-:|:|.'-'.”. e
Aagivinst MIninge,
There is also a
Aoep diev diteh Lo
obatruct allackers.

Winadenr hoarcding & il soliflens Sprirad sl GO0 BITE

tovoreriook B Base o the ol shvirs This view of the keep at
Eochester shows T
i [ "i o ‘\%| it is surrounded by .
niTi | Ly 53 strong cuter =,

IN5IDE A KEEP L L defensive wall= X
A large keep like the anc [l = lands o
al Bechester had enough b apartrits 1
space o housze the lord - L-"':_‘_:
atud his retinue, The : ‘:}q
Basernent was used for : ,33 - Circat Tkl
storage, The first Aoor o T
usually hovsed the i
gatrizon. The hall on ! |
Lhz mexk floor was used A —— Crardrons

by everyone to cat and bt
in some cases sleep in. |

The lerd's farnily had

ponrns on the top floar

of the keep.

A GREAT TOWER Morion or Halleess o
This kewp, o clomsjon (froam hattlenzend shreigEher
which comes the English Carrer frerred il

winrd lljl.ll":_l\..i'lL"l:lI'I, an
und-e:rgmund pl'i!’-.-::-nﬁ,
alwirys had strong
watlle, At Hochastber,
begun in 1057, I:|1|.':.I &pn
7 m (12 20 ghick at e
base and thie foveer 15
1 m (70 #E) ':‘1:i|_.','|.1. Thi
criTance wis alwiys on

thi first floor and was [
often protected by a T
forebailding. There was i
aowell in the Basamaent, further
£ provide wates if the .-nl.'.vr:.p-.-r
sarrmison was trapped in fader i
the bower durdng a siege.
Moo
o frre-
Fraailiiny
Marrme
Chapel s an
TN fozrer
feonel, £
prafect
Fore- a _g'm' st
hieitdding eI
with missiles
endrince
ey
Diip-
Brivge pif
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OVERTHE WALLS
"["t'li'_-'-r;'.Jr]}' 'I-Il:h-uunl:u:r:r'

The castle at war i Bt e

G .Il:rL'l.' o B 1.1|'Il-. L,

Trcnr-cined o2

attacking Fiartifi .
His mem jimer usin I defenders 4o

C-ﬁ‘?'f'l ES WERE BUILT as defences against enemy attacks. The first ~. R T : g | iy i :
5 AL ¢ scling ladders, which " d A owif widhout ;
obstacle for the enemy was a ditch all the way ra_rmmd the castle, 18 5 : e d ; themselves. In thi
which was sometimes filled with stakes to slow a man downand [/ | g0 qe. i P el 9y : uliht"r?f:éfﬂ.jqj
make him an easy target. Moats - ditches that TR - ' . BB away. Arche pn:-u_i'ﬁ-: guns, used mo
were often filled with water — were less g T} 1 ; Coetpne - ) I s Hine b
common: they put off attackers from R BN s [ULANKING TOWERS Rl gEueth f“' D 0. S| costte was built
sk " : | is michume was ke - + . LR
burrowing under the walls. Towers - | Ll 'I:m'l-jE: uph i
jutted out from the walls so that s AH Rl g
L e S R o b r:-m.t-r:utc-n cithier
defending archers could shoot along JESRERER-R - GE -3 sich l:npmllxrlhﬂ pate
the wcillw to repel any attackers. Small - ' R i Y Y | | :
gates allowed the defenders to rush
out and surprise the enemy. The castle
was also used as a base from which ling ;
e . : Sabcl SOUENa D SO
knights rode out to fight an enemy ' S asieh the Hshs ik io

_ or ravage his lands, diefngtct
J ; spt. Lls .
..'||.|]|:L|J it aaf Hh upn FI-: itch i i Lo oLy ] < b, - . .
autberhiaase, b M3 i coarld be lowened to form o bareier, 1% o oE, e L sl A e AT SIEGE
Lt :hl‘I'*- and the defenders of
cgeengines {pp 26-17
o5 at each ofher

)
Ey :l

=F

]

fhoir quarkers
anad ghose of the lond.

it 3 -
T i lamea (e e | ey
ot el

oLl window
A Tel i tight
ke prel maizsiles

At T B o e b

" . - e
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Hiellistis buolt

Siege warfare

Fener-giilend iroor hed Modern wwooden sliar)

BLG BOW left

AN EMEMY ATTACKING a castle would make a formal demand

Counterpoise Stege bows or ballsfas sore larnge,
arng mounbed erosslswes welich 2l ovessized

for the people inside to surrender. If this was rejected, they
would try to take the castle by siege. There were two

methods. The first was to surround the castle and prevent 4
anyone leaving or going in, thereby starving the :
defenders into submission. The second was to use
force. One way was to tunnel under the wall and
come up inside, or undermine the wall and bring
it down. Alternatively, the attackers could try

Balls ke e ome above, The lrge Bow
arm was winched back. The ballista veas
really a weapon for wse againsl peopla
and may have been used
to cover gatewavs ko stop
defenders comibng out and
. fighting the attackers.

Sling Siing powci

TN THE LOOKOUT
In this illustration of a sicge, the
attackers are using & maovahle

to break the walls down with battering rams, i:ﬁ N e , W wooden Sower 25 3 loekout post,
i catapults, or, from the 14th century on, Rope fo pull av o - -
A =

it again

cannon. They could also try to get over
the wall using scaling ladders or
a moving tower fitted with a
drawbridge that could be
let down on the top of

he wall.

BALLISTA AND TREEUCHET
This Mustration frem e Tath-cenluey Somerce of Alexerder
shews n ballista with a svinch worked by o serew Uinsad 1o
pull back baotly slider and bowsteing. The teebuchet las a
large windlass mechanisay o pull down s acm.

4 =AW _
g (N

Side view
of 4::|1.1:|'||.|'I|:

i up

_,’ur =il

L

e

TREBUCHET WIE i Y
The tretazchiet woas first wsed in | 1 EL
Furope in the 12th contury, 18 INTHEQRY

warked en the principle of
counterpaize = there was a piveling
warden armm weith a hm'.':,' 1.'.'1:i_gh|:
at one end and o sling, containing a
meissile such as @ skonde, at the other,
At wtight dropped down, the
sling flew wp, lnunching she missile
lewand the castle. Some trebuchels
lsaed arms abooe T8 m {60 long.
O averagge they could probably
Taael stimes of ahboat 4350 Eg (100-
200 |.1.1}1.1|:- ter 3000 ey (50 Fr).

This isa design foor i woaden
brida-:: amned cowvered
F-t_'nl:hnu:-:lrh:r enablic atkickers
ey eorees o clitch safely, 18
o friam a :I'I.'Iil.nl.l!ﬂ.'l.'i-]'.ll‘ Fuakl
-:s:l':ingru.in:lur:- militiry Sdeas -
iy of which wene
Pr\-:rb:l.'l.'ll}' 1t .:L'tu:l.l]:,.' uscxd,

TTeraioing
ar

Ry iy
MU
A Ao

ASSAULT
Bestegers attack a fortress with scaling ladders

while cressbovmen and handgunners cover Skeir of
the assaull The allackess are also using a Frodstod
cannon k2 Plast holes in the stonework. NS
Aore and more cannon were used in the Jerades

Hawling rope 15th centuey ko feighten defenders — some

E-iE‘f.!_E' BUME WETE ETOIE0LE,

e

PULLING ¥OUR WEIGHT
Thie draction trebachet weorked in
the mamae way as the counterpoise
version, exocpt that insbead of a
heawy weight the amm was moved
by a beam of mem hauling on ropes,
This meant that the maching was
rather smaller than the
connterpaize bepe and could ral

PLULLING POWEHR

The catapult was used in

the BEomiam EETn]'.!i:nl,: and
wns imbierited II'|-],r tha

o soldiers of the Middle

SURRENDER
Formal 2urrender is madis in
this 'IEI'I'ch\-:_'nl;l,l:r:,-' illastration 'I;-_'r'

thraw such Large stones, But it OLD AND KNEW handing the kievs af the foriness Ages [t used the
conld be reloaded more A trebaachied |-'53"'-'~_'I!'-’“Eh aver for the besiegprers. [F taken afher _ pulling poswer of
quickly. The gling was shorter a gunner and his small A siege a town or castle was skein of twistod
and a man held it out as the canmon in this early sometimes looted by the Topes, SNewWs, 0
arm began te rise - he had L3th-cenhary pichure. saldivrs bocause its occupants cven hair, ko force

Fnel mebased ke gi'l."c L 0
= 0 : rec[usst. U odher cocesions o
"-i‘_!:'"-.___. - ' 1 e trazes weomaled b made stk

B T the persan in charie of the
cstlis comeled semd b his lornd
for puermission by suerender.

the arm up against a

bar. When winchied

bk ancd meleasisd,
the nrm dley ug,
I'l,"]l,‘ﬂ.f-'il.'lE‘l_'it!-i milssile
Froer aowaaden cup.

b remiemibier to et gol

Ik viesy of |:.'|I.:|F1|.I1
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Artriiag
climatrled

Arming for the fight

EJ"LRL‘:" ARMOUR wWas {:]l.lll."E 2asy to put on.
Mail was pulled on over the head, while a
coat of plates (pp. 12-13) was buckled at the
back, or sides and shoulders. Plate armour
it was more complicated to put on but a
pritits knight could be armed by his squire in
a few minutes and the armour could
be speedily removed if necessary. After
putting on a garment called an arming
doublet, a knight was always armed
from the feet upwards, finishing with
the helmet. From the 15th century,
some pieces of armour were laced to
the arming doublet but in the
following century these pieces were
more usually attached to each other by
straps or rivets. Here a squire is arming

g ARMBCOMBE knight in late 15th-century German
s padded gafmaent has gy T % POLEYM, AND CLISSE
wascd |:|'|l.'|!.'|;.‘;.=- (ealbed poini=} Gothic Et}f].E" ATrmOLr. The sabaton and greave, for foot and lower leg,
to Fasten different parts of the are followed by the poleyn which i attached o
armear Therefore the anmear the cuisse, The top edae
cannok Be pul oo without (e
arming dowblel. Tl mail
pusscls an e doublet cover
the gaps which will be Left by
the plates,

E

SADATON, CHEAVE,

i= Taced v Lo Lhe dorso, .-." -

Backplale

Flavged
L

Wris!
- #hrap

sl
l!lr|I|'|_'

HEEASTTLATE
Breast and back

BACKI'LATE I-::-ﬂn;'rhl_'r are called
q' The backplade is offered up into the: evrizass, They
MAILSKIRT pesiticn, It has o Manged Lower vl are held tgether by
Wil is secured around the waist o protect the o deflect waeapons From the butiocks ther waist =traps and
wroin, anether aeea nod felly covered by the plates. ared leps, A steap and buckle ane are alss connected
Liging flexible moadl bese miakes it easier bo bend or sit. plveled o Uue Jowor front edges. at the shomlders.,

Papidron Ll iverr
Rilerze iz

I!,,_lrml'l'n

J:'u*:q'.'i!.;m'

Yaminaoe

Rovidsl
dagger

T CAUNTLEDS, SWORL, Szpond Felr
ANMD DAGGER

The susumilets wne Figked
weithia letther glove to
llow the knight to grip
hiis wecapas, His swomd
bislt bixs strps b hold the
seabbind at a convenient
gl A randel dagger
bizngs at his right sicie

'6 PALLDRON, COUTER, VAMBRACE, AND BESAGEW
The upper arm guand tvambracet and clbosy plece
fender) e Hied by laces throuagh pairs of holes in the
plates. The pantdron and besagew guard the knight's

shoulder and .;urr.n]'-i1

—l U FULLY ARMED
The Enight holds
a mace, which isan
cffective weapon
agninst plate armour
Mrmved fromy head o
Fot dor cap-p-picd
Fatr 15 miosw I'|_"'.:'||_‘|].' :
e mpant his
witthinres,

ARMING A KNIGHT
Arare piacture of
alseaal 1450 shows o
kbt beang acmed
for dook cormbat in the
Lists, His arming

dioblel can be sevn.

-

9 SFURS AND HELMET
The knights rovel
spurs (pp, 20210 ane
buckled te his feet and
the helmet, lined inside
for conmbort amd to
cushion blows, is placed
om his head. The helmet
huis o chin strag ko
prevent it being krocked
. olf in combat,

fenivd
ST

BEVOR

Moghin delence or bevor = added
ko pratect the loweer alf of ghe face
when wearing the zallet, a Faro of
hielmel espocially popular in Germmany
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The enemy \

Kiicrrs soon rounp tHEMSELVES facing infantry capable of
defeating them. The English axemen at Hastings in 1066 cut
down Norman knights, while Flemish footsoldiers with
clubs defeated French horsemen at Courtrai in 1302.
Massed Scottish spear formations stopped cavalry charges
at Bannockburn in 1314, a strategy also favoured by the
Swiss, using pikes. Different types of bow were highly

A
THE LOMGROW )

This tvpe of bow was

vsually made of a stave of 4
vew wond about the leight §)
of the archer himself. IE was
usually Fitted srith Joom nocks
at the tips to fake the hemp
string, War bovws probakly

effective against mounted knights. English longbowmen Semkiect 3 pUL oAl teust ok of

5 and many may have
broke up cavalry charges by French knights at been far more poveril, Harhd
Crécy in 1346 and dismounted knights at Mt
Agincourt in 1415, The lethal crossbow shot -/ ||

short bolts from increasingly gt

powerful weapons. In early . fab -;ﬁ,;b
15th-century Bohemia (now o
part of the Czech lands) the T

Hussites blasted German

knights, using the first massed
guns, fired from the protection
of wagons.

SLINGER
Sorme lghtly armed infanteyimean P
w=ed slings, The sfone or lead ;;;.-F’a-'
billets wore Lethal af they 2
struck a man in the face, :ﬁ%ﬂ |1
ard groups of slingers ey !
could force defenders lo ez
koep theie heads down |/
during steges, However, |
they could not damage ((
armouy, Sormetines a

sling wis allached to a o &
wooden handle Lo increase 3 1)
range — this was called a
st sling,

Legther bracer)

Stace if
e Tovid

e Hienr pack fo
ke strin

At stoad i froef
Jor graick rolording

AN ARCHER
'I.-:_:-ng'l_'h{'uws wrre usedd in min ny Eun'lpc_';m
couniTies, .'I||:E1|:!-'.IL:|'| nn the mninland the
Crossbsw was miuch mone pnp'.ll.':r. The
English used large numbers of archers,
nm.1hl}r .;||.5.'|'insl; ghe Fronch d uring', the
Thondred Years War in the 14th and
154h conturies, In -dT..'Il'-'in_!';..'l 'I|:|n3h|:|w
thie =i nE was hn;m__r;hl: hack somowhcre
betveern the cheek and the car Thie leathier
bracer protected the arms from an
accidental slap from the string;: a leather
tab Fi:l"l,:-h;_'l_'rl_'-d thir draver's ﬁng.m,'.
Archers wore warious |'|54_=|:|_'-:-; of
defonsive armone, or ius.r.;u 5En1.|'|ln:_'
padded deublet, as here,

A BRISTLING HELGE

vl TYITILD W |.|'r=|'|.'|]'.-|'|}' bt :I'n:'-._-ini; tharir s
:IE.'Ii:I!iI: Spears, anc inf.'ml'r':' in clnse formation with
a “hiedgre” of spears could hold off mpunted knights.
[t then Bescamie nscessary for anchers fo bry and

brisik g e farmations 'I:-_l." .:-;hn;_:-l'ing: riissilis. The
Fli.k-e_' WS PVET I-::-ng:_'r and mone effective,

—
p—
-

AT THE BUTTS
Tha strength requined 1o pull a Jonghosy meant that archers
reded comslant practice io keep in condition and maintain
their skilis, In this 1sth-cenlury picture English archers
shicot at the butts, targets sctup on carthen mounds,

P
-

LONG-EANGE FIGHTING
Agrows frem a lonpbow
could probakly reach a
distamee of albout 3060 m
{1,000 111, which meant
that a “creeping
barrage’™ of
arrowes conld be
dropped onan
advancing enemy. This
wits done by shooting the
arroves upwards, Covalry
harses werne especially
vulnerable and bocame
uncanteellable when
wolnded — same part

of the horse was alvways
unprotected. Bodking could
parshs through mail Tinks
At exlreme range

LOMNGEDW VERSUS CROSSEOV
Avskilled archer :rni_Ehl: relesise 12 armowes prer b, A

Crovsbhosmen, 1:'-.i:15 a mochanical winder, sould andv shaa® twn

belts im bhie same time, But these weould peoetrade deeply, and

the crossboweman did ot need so mach trabning, In this lale

15th-conhary illwstration the crasshrsminm uses a windlass to
p:.ll] back a p-::-w:*:rfu] stec] Boaw i,

Shopd Backier
o _|"|':=r sl

, Mok fryse IG;u;l.jn'Iﬁ'.'.'r.ln'r l_.l?l'rlnfl'ﬂg

| ki sdafl

. / J{
,:..JI__--.xxxaxw.x A e e e Ry

THE COOSE FEATIHER
Fletchings or feather fights make the arrow spin for a treer
fligght. Uspally goose featlers woere used for e vasl numbers of
arros needed by anarmy The sladft was commonly mide
freaz ash wood, The nock helds Dwe arrow lightly on the string
Fragne
af shaff__

Cieneral-purpose

Bodkin

General-purpose

Berrvned hised

ARROWHEADDS

Thasae varied in !il‘lil.l.'ll."lﬂL"]JL'l.'ldi:ILE'i:-I'l thusic use
Brroacd by weere barbed For use apainsl
amimisls o soeme weene vsed againsd
warhorses, Bodking were for penelraling
armour. A thin bodkin could pieces armous
phite whesn it stouck ik banget squaredy, There
were also geaeral-purpose acrowheads.

Arronye
fliranigls feld

WELSH ARCHER

The English came ups agivinsd

Wisleh Ic_:-tHhc:-wml."n im b

1 Zth cenhary and such men
wrne nfken {:mp!l:-_'.-'-ud in I:'nt;,]ir;:ll.
armies afterwirrds., i this coede
'|'.|ii.'l1:|n.' this 'r|:-|.1;.;h bow i =lown
Far b =mall. The bare doot iy
e diy g'i'u.'n.'- a boether gri.p.

Heces af feg
wrTnan for
partiad protection

| | KEEN EYE
| Each archer carricd 23 arrows,
L knewn as o sheaf, and when
| these were shot away mone were
| Trought from supply wagons.
\l Many archers carried their
arrows pushed through their bel:
+ rather than in a quiver, which
ﬁl was also uswally hung from: the
wivist, They wauld often stick
| their arrows into the gronmd in
| frent of them, = that they
I'. wre Teasdy o be shot quickly

q
3

1

1



Into battle

Tk ruLES OF crivaLRy dictated that knights should show courtesy
to defeated enemies. This was not just humane, it brought ransoms
from high-ranking prisoners, But this code was not always observed,
especially by desperate men facing death. For example, English
longbowmen supported by knights slaughtered French knights at
the battles of Crécy (1346), Poitiers (1356), and Agincourt (1415). And
knights often showed little mercy to foot soldiers, cutting them down
WARRIOR KINGS ruthlessly in pursuit. Much was at stake in a battle — defeat might

Many micdicval kings soere shown on

theit geeat seal as head of thee army, 1T0EAT1 the loss of an army or even a throne. So commanders preferred

nn harschack, and wearing Dl o ravace and raid en : L s <X
armour, Moablemen alse liked bo i s 4 encmy l.'EII'lT(Jl’_}, This bmught extra EUPFhEb a5

pastray themselves in this way. Hee  WeIL a5 destroying property and showed that the lord could not

amed Thike of Mormatud v, wears a mail x
coat and conieal helaed. sto PPE"I] it from . i : 1 WALL OF HORSES afwoe
Iﬂ‘v'ﬂg]r.]'lg. i i ;-".]'I'!‘-.-:!:IJI:'.{:-I' l!'n.' 12th century
was stmilar in many parts of
Europe, bul fighting mothads
could vary. Insteid of wsing
thedr Llances do sktab overarm or
v Bo B, as sometimes
happeied i the 11th conhary,
thee [Laliai '.S-.l:l:ij:lhl:': 1 this '\il‘-l-_'||'||_"
Carving are “-'.'-::-l:u.'hi.ng"_. nr
tucking, them under their
arms. Each side charges in
close formandion, heppings ko
steamireller over their
opEenents,

FIGHTING QM BOOT

Although knights wene trained as
lorsemen, thiw i net always
i into babtle as ;nt‘alr}'n'||_~;|1,.-|:||,'|
iy necasions it was theaght
Butter for a large patt of an ammy
o dismonnt and Form a solid
Borly, ofben supparted by archers
and groaps of cavalry, In this

Tade 1 the-century ilnstration
disrmountod ]EI'.‘!.:H'-ih and French
kaights and men-ataarms, mamy
1-'.'1.'.|:ri||._!.1 visored basinels on I,|'|-|::ir'
heads {pp. 12130, clash omnoa
bridipe, Archers and crosshawmen
asazat Hemm.

S ! i r |
h_!‘ . I When an agmy was defeaded the victors wounld

||; = e = eften capture the bagsmage. This could contain many
I-. .*}Eﬂ'} _ h o T : :'ﬂ]ll.llﬂ&'»_. l!‘ip;"i!i.!”;-' it ek leacler wees o ]1ri|;|n:.
: ! S-S vl e Capdured towns also provided rich pickings and

dead knighls and prisoners were steippied of their
} SHOCK OF BATTLE armeur after a battle, In this Tdth-century Halian
Ohnie spibe sl This late |5th-cenlury pichare shiows the crash picluee the viclors are examining the spails,

s g of b opposing cavaley forces in full plake
arrnenr and the deadly effects of waell-nined

Inmoes, Those steeck dewn in the frst line, Cafh .
cven iF ondy slightly wounded, swone Hable o This """".“Iz" lBth-century Cerman wiodcul shows a
b tramplod by the hosses either of the enemy disciplined charge by mounted knights. Spurring

ar of Thelr own knaghts following: behind, |:|'|Eu|:'l|'||.'||.-.~3:.h b2 gaallop as they nicar the emeny,
E: the Figst lie las made contact while those

behind folloyve with Linces sHil mised,
They svill lower their lances before
meciing thoir vpponents,

SHOCK WaAVES

CALTROES
Tl |:|.|.=11.'-]l:l::-l-;i:1f'r ohecks
arg |.'||:'|!:.' 1 fow contime s
higly, Made of imon, they
g sedfered over rh._i
crovnd bedome a battle to
lame horses or men from
Ll |.|[.'-'|.11:-.-.:inE army whin
.'||.'|.'id|.':|1.'.I]_'_.' trerd o B,
Whichever way thew fiell,

el brisps rl'll.'.'a:,',-:: landed with
L Hp':k-e! p-c:-'inl:i.n_!: I.I]'-'--.'.:ll'-.‘i.
They wiese also scattered in
frisnt ooF castles,

I.:ﬁ

1
’

]'f.'

A mid |3[|'|-|:l.':'|11.l.r3.' Battle seone showws the pu:_:-:'lnl:
when ene force i the Battle bas tormed in
flight amd 2 pursued by the other
sicle, Olben e puarswess did et
hesitale to strike ab mon sith their
backs tuemed, ard coce a man wes down,
hiz oppanent sveuld give Lim several further cuts
to ke suse hee slaved there. Braaking ranks to
chase thae ey could sometimes put the rest of
VOUE ATy b danger

Theve spirns resl
o e groaid
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Paianded g ool
dendiver siveail

HAND DAGIN
Patrs of Basins ke thig, called
gemellions, were used o wash
peoples” hands at the talle, A
sepvant wiould poug weater
over the person’s hands
Froem vne basin inta e
edhar and then dry
1he bhands with a
towel. Sometimes
PR wriber vwas
poaned from a
cver mneslead .
This gemellion
i5 decomatid
willy J.i:lnn:li.;ﬁ
eiimels.

The castle at peace

T e casrie b nor Jjust house a
__a garrison —it was home for the kmght
and his household. The most important
building inside the castle was the great 11
hall, where everyvone had their meals, and
day-to-day business was done. Sumuhmu.
there were also private rooms for the lord.
There was also a kitchen (often outdoors in
case of fire), a chapel, armourer’s workshop,
smithy, stables, kennels, pens for animals, and
large storerooms to keep the castle well

_.
T

e

Thaaal i

stocked. A water supply was vital, preferably :

a well, which could be used in times of siege. §

Outer walls might be whitewashed to protect i
SONG AND DANCE against the weather; inner walls could be
Musie was weleomad o % ) -
IL'I1I:::;JI;TE:-JI.L:1: .:ﬁsul-ﬂ ..1:.ril.'L|I1'||.|il.I'l:|' Fi]'aStE[Ed ﬂnd palntEd 1I:' al_trat:tlve CGIGUTS-
el I.'.".|:|-I:‘\.-.n.'i:-iu:|.||5|:.-' i.|'|'.-'|.'i|1:&d Castles were useful res tll‘lg Plﬂ.CES for nobles A knsiahit kel
~ i e \ \ 5 il bels
‘,;::;:JLE‘:[‘{;;'L__;"“‘;’,}:L_:'ﬂj,“j'uf:_ when they were travelling. When they were before s Ty

expected the domestic apartments were made
ready and the floors might be covered with
fresh straw, rushes, or sweet-smelling grasses.

Hiowseheld
midscian

CHAMBER POFT
Rizher people might
use chamber pots,

--- ik Llis e, forr
e CONY LRI,
WALLSCONCE SERVING KNIVES .:‘|]|:|'||:|L|g]|. castles
Cmly the rich comld atford wax candles Pades oof Broad-Bladed kotves like these 1500 ~cenfury often had lavatorics
ks Baarm in seonees like this Woth-century Cermian ones wese used for ‘““"‘_"'"1- Food, Ench handie is bulle o the vealls
Ercnch exarmple, Mace of gilt copper, it mownted in brass and Uhe aripes haee mahogany pancls These consisted .'-.l-':;
Teears the coat-nf-armes of the Castelnn- will pk acpus of skap horn, Each blade has an ancient seal congected e a
Lalnbers famile encireled By the collar swaslika symbel, The leather shoath has Tosl s Cap. shule which ppened

of the Order of 5t Michael. d Irectl:.- on bo the outslde L

of b casele seall.

PLAY THE GAME
Board games helped ne
sz long eveninges=.
Here a young man of
the carly T4th contury
plays deaughis or
chequers with o lady
Backgammon was
also popular,

Lisioges
II."I ehiinef
AT THE LORDFS TABLE devaradion
Armealtimes the whole

honssehobd wonld come

SILVER CRLUET h1E|.~1]|.-e'r in bl sl B L. Siesglward P E WEIGHTS
This silver vessel ways kept in thi Cin this manuscript of aboot -.-.'l:jH}hrt '.I".;IECE'::::I'I ;:I!:[Gﬂl
chapel o kold thie oy wirber or weine 13016, Lamcedot entertitins sieolieard woiit t{::- L;I-"r
useed in the M [E weas mancde In K.inH .'".rth'.l.r'l'.-}r he'IIEnH him !nﬂn}:‘ ':-|1. i:i::lL 1 '11;-:;| _':':II':?‘-
Iil,l:r-_;'l:lndl.r im ki Tate Ldth conlary. bt his advenbnnes, fa “”r]': ok '!'i'_l : I;.E:hil i
4 P, (B

af an abijoct placed en

e ether end, The

weigzht on the right
has the English

BLAZING FIRE
Large fireplaces

AGCAMEOr CHESS

SPIKED

t::tlfl-!-::::ﬂ:ill:]:ﬁ' This bype of cand |-.'.:'I:i|.'.k.. Ki':"i:; Frincis I.1:|I' France plays I'.'l.:ll."':‘inﬁ raval arms in he
i THE vGRay called o [_*:L-a‘:kf._'l: |.'.'||*:r|.|.':1|:|.{:|-:,. : with .".-1.1q.‘;,uur|!l;' aof Angoulems tna vorsion usod
ia spinning waollen liad o Loage spike £ ulk-u Bl picture af akoul 1:-'.’.‘4.I‘-.".aln,gn W ATENE, after 1403,
Wicad (pp 360 candle, Ths one, daling Lo chicsig weas popular with kolghts, Chess
L : aboud 1230, vweas probably pieces were often made of Bone or very
wsisd i castle chapol and beaudafully carved. Royal ares

34 35




The lord of the manor

S SoMe kNIGHTS were mercenary soldiers
mmdereusmet who fought simply for money. Others,
parhmlar]v until the 13th century, lived at their lord’s
expense as household troops in his castle. But others were
given pieces of land by their lord. Such a man became
lord of the manor and lived off its produce. He lived in a

HOME DEFENCE

manor house, often of stone and with its own defences. Stokesay is  fortified manor house in
Shropshire, England. I8 consists of a all and
He held a large part of the manor as the home farm and i L it ot ca i ds AT

“his™ peasanm’ workers of w,ra['}ring status, owed him built in the Tate 13th century, In e 178 century

a kalf-timbered gallery was added,

service in return for their homes. They had to bake their
bread in his oven and pay for the privilege. The lord
received part of their goods, as did the church, although
they might be invited to feasts at festivals such as
Lammas (when bread made from the season’s first corn
was blessed). The lord sat in judgment in the manor court
and might have a house in a town for business dealings.

MY SEALONIT
Muoblemen aften could nob sead o weite, Instead of
sining a document they added a wax seal, pressed from
a meetal div, This is the silver seal die, with o modern cast,
af Boborct FiteWaltes, one of the leadess of the rebe] English
birrons whio made King Johin sign Magna Carla in 1215

ALL IM THE GAME Maitee of Rotvr! IVOIRY CHESS PIECES

FilzWalter, These Scandinavian chaseanen,
foungd an the lsbe aof Lesvis,
Seotland, are carvesd from
witlrs i.r{:-r}' and dabe from
e migd 12th centku r.

This wealthy Lith-century Helian conple
while sy thie Hme with 2 board gime. M? R
Cithisrwise entertainment fir the knight - 0 o 45
wits limited b resident or stroallinge L g
F'L"'.'!"""""' LS EChEnS, O Pt

aiger of e sl

Cheeen N e Knl;.,_ll.l:

UPHILL STRUGGLE

The medicval peasant bad a

l3fe of hard work in the ficlds,
growing and harvesling the
crops. The T4th-cenluey Lutirell
Pralber shows peazants Erving b
cowex @ Ry cart upa steep slope

CARDEN OF DELIGHT
O of the houses an this 15th-century
manor is made of a framework of Hmbers
filled by wath wattle and daub (mud o
clavl, which has been whitewashed,
Cloze by 25 an crchard of Frodl teees.

LIKE FATHER, LIKE S8

These delails feom an altar fronkeal of
about 1500 shosw a keight in praver,
with bis zeven sons. Large familics were
comimion, The eldest som wonld follow
his father and becorme o knight (pp, 10-111
Panghters would hope ke marry
neblemen f|.'l|::-. 3834, 1|:'|:|'.||'|_!_'.|_'z'
sons anad daugllers
aften wepd ik

the church.

DECORATEY CASEET
This large cashel Delonged bo a rich family of the carly

15t ceniury [ iz made of s covered in bone |_'|.1|._-r;|~_-, carved with

Biblical scenes from the story of Susanna and the Elders.
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THE 1LORT
The status and rank of a Lond
waripd, as did the size of his
manor, Some lords were
powerful men whe leld a
aumber of manors, visitiing
them s necessary, A bailiff
weomld fook after the munning of
the estates when e lood was
away. He mighl go on trips bea
toen where merchanks: carried
o kheir trade and welhiene
lord= in need of
prorey cold
by it from
I:I'li".'l.IL'l'."}"
Lerders.




The lady of the manor

IN THE MIDDLE AGES women, even those of noble
rank, had far fewer rights than a woman can
expect today. Young women were often married
by the age of 14. A girl’s family would arrange

her marriage and she would be given a dower,
a gift to pass on to her husband. On marriage
a woman's inheritance passed to the husband,
\ s0 knights were often on the lookout for a rich
heiress to marry. But the lady was her husband’s
equal in private life. She could provide great
support for her husband and take responsibility
for the castle when he was away. She might
even have to defend the castle if it was
besieged and hold it against her enemies,

.,.i.-.-'."l_._lf'" .P’:’fl 'ﬂ.::.l 2

THE LIFE OF THI LaDY

The Lady raled e demestic
arvas — the kitchens and living
epearters — of the castle or manor
hamzse, Sl had officials to un
thoe housebold alfales, but shi
bard ber ek e acocumnds and
ageee Lo any expenses. [L
weis eer dualy Lo pocedee
guesks courteously and
arramge for theie
accormodation. Ladies-
in-weatting were lee
COMPENHHLE,
matdservanls atlend ed
ber, o pueses looked
alfer her children. The
child ren wers very
impaartand, o the
Iady"s main role in
miedicval soclely

wias ko provide heirs,

DALLIANCE
The ideal of courtly love is shown in an illustration from the medicval
oo T Roraeoe of Bie Sese, Woamen pass the Lme pleasantly, listening
ber i sy while o feannkain prmirs wabar ko an ormamental slveam, In
reality, many wormaen would oot bive had time for such aclivitics,

THE WHITE S5 AN

This gold and cnamvelled beooch i knewn
as the Danstable Swan and dates from e
parly 15t century. The swan was used
s badge by the House of Lancastey
T of e EILE]L"IJI. n.|]i:||.g Farmilies},
particularly by the Princes of
Wales. Moblewormen mizht
woerar such badges to sl
thuic allegianee.

oo g m ol o gt st LA,

Flemish E_l:ll.-:l

browsch

H’.-"'E 5
e

';t.-!

BAD NEWS

A lady swoons on receiving news of her husband's death,
Although marriages were arranged by the couples” families,
husband and wife could and did become extremely fond of
one anather and somelinmes geew 60 bove sech other,

JEWELS
. : | g Women Liked Le
it B v D S B pmequart e i I 'ﬂlEFll.E'l_'f' thedr rank

a l:.-:lﬁ_-.-\-iuju-_w\-.-g- 'nlunm‘l'r:m::lh'ﬂ_: EI-}' 'I-'-'G-Ill'h'l.:l'.:_ i
.'E\.:'F‘.|| |EPTu..ﬂHF§E-;-E:.:IrF:&: t'fl_.-:.u 1'"!". 5 and brooches. I.[:!h;ll‘s‘l'.II
v ik i T n.-:j:'m L:;IEE‘HH;;P"‘ el i IEIJ'I-{_'EHI_IJI:'_I," gﬁ]ﬂ
* ”ﬂ':.'.'::"'?l;;.{" N:;H o brooch at the top is
i [P " prebably Fleenish
; ; L an<d has a
fernale fguwre
. atrong e
32 - . 2 preecions
WOMEN OF ACCOMPLISHMENT stemes. The labe
Ladics wene often very well educated. Some could 14th-century
read and write, understand Latin, and speak foreign English Broech is
lﬂ:liuaguﬁ. In this picture of the 12605, learned ladies decorated with
with books represent Philosophy and the Likeral Ats, coiled monsters,

ON BEMNDED EMEES
A kadght of about 1200 places

his hands in those of o
his lady in an act of oy
hornage like that Ak
performed by a ||'r'

“SUITABLEY QUCUPATIONS

subordinate ko Wornen were expected 1o

his lord. In this ko haiw b spin waal, bt T
case he is j| sonne man thought feaching

indicating that I them fo pead was dangerons!

b= will b his Irn this early 15th-cenhary

paoire e swdamim .~.'_|'.|i115-
wioillom theread svhile andthor
cards or cormbs ot thie wool,

lady's servant - an
ideal of courtly Lo
tlsat weas not boroe out
in practice.

=

TP
T ..r‘-l.u_!'_-_-';'__'

SIDESADIFLE
Moblewomen were aften
active bunters. This medallion
of 1477 shows Mary of
Furgundy. She carries her

: TALE ON & SADDLE havwk on her wrist and is
This German saddle dates fram riding sicdesaddie, a method
ﬁ;"- between about 1440 and 1430 [t is that solved the difficully of

made of wood covered with plagues
~ of staghorn, on which are carved the
~ Fgure of a man and a woman
~ repeatod sevesal Hmes, Inlaid hard
wac provides the colour, The fijares”
speech is wrilten on serolls. They
speak of thelr love and the woman
asks: "t i the war should end

sittingg om p horse ina long
dress, Tler mount wears a
decarative cloth trapper

Carved plagive
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The ideal of chivalry

ALTHOUGH KNIGHTS were men of war, they traditionally

behaved in a courteous and civil way when dealing with their

enemies. In the 12th century this kind of behaviour was extended

to form a knightly code of conduct, with a special emphasis on
courtly manners towards women. The

RO RGE MD THE DR poems of courtly love recited by the

5L Geapge was i soldier

martyred by the Romans saa: troubadours of southern France were
irvabot s 350, During, e - . 7
e SR A g 7 based on this code, and the romance

appeared telling how stories which became pﬂpular n
T pescued & King's : ; ——_— res
dansshier froa i [ the 13th century showed the ways
drapn, HE becsmd. | E T a warrior should behave,
r F- ] L{. ¥ i
by PR s Churchmen liked the idea of

wilh England, This :
carved ivory shews high standards and made

e George with g - .

lhe La;ui%n_wu | {  the knighting ceremony a
ofacastleinthe o, 'l | = religious occasion with a
background, -

church vigil and purifying

bath (pp. 10-11). Books on
chivalry also appeared,
though in reality knights
often found it difficult to
live up to the ideal.

EMIGHT IM SHIMISNG ARMOLUR

This 13th-contiry tourmament parade shicld

4:.||;|1ii._'I$:| Bavrchancdixd kl:ia]l.' ]-::u.-uuli:u.g bafare his

lachy. Thewnrdson the seroll masn “Yeaor dagth®, 8
amad the Eppure of deth is represented by a shelebon,

TRUE-LLVE EM{OTS
Sledallinns Bike this wiers
somohimes made ks mack
'_-.|1|_'1:'|.'|'I accasinns, sucl as
m.'lrri.'l.;lﬁ;. This caur was
strurck b commerrrasnebe thi
marriage of Mangires of
Atstria bo the ke of Savoy

im 1502, The knaks in the
h.'li:'l-:j;'rl:njnrl are the l'l.'l-:i|_.',|:-:.~:l'

E.:'n';l}' = I:l'u'-_l,r alsgy nefor for e

way the couple’s love will

Lk Pl wen Frmilics.

WHATSHIN A MAME?
Thi= =coenis Frovm the
1:_:-1h-i:\e_'nt|.|1':_.' btk The
Faoelorss Toard, Ty
Fromchrman Bend of
.-\.nir;u,l_, tllnstraties dhe
sirange worlad of the
medirval momanee in

= By T e ey T T
which e :-'|'l|-:' i skancd
timns = —_— for objects or feclings.
I | L [ I-cniE;ht. cail losd
r -
Cuenr (meaning Heart),
[ T Y S N

reds an inseripdion
while his companion,
Thesine, Hics slecping,.

LAMCELOT AND GUINEVERE
Eing Arthur was probably a Fiﬁh—cﬁ::ntur:r' wacrior, bt e begends of the king and the
knights of the round table gained popularty in 13th-cenluey Europe. They tell of
Arthur's strugeles agninst evil and the kve between Arthure's queen, Guinevere, and
Sir Lancelat, which eventually Led bo the desteuclion of his court. In this story,
Lancelot crsses a swond bridae bo sescee Guinevere,

THE KWIGHT OF THE CART

Knights rede on horseback and it was wsaally

thought a disgrace for a knight to travel ina

cart, This picture shows an episode from the
stery of Sir Lancelos. Lancilot was Baoous for

his valour and skill in combat, Bt bz love

affair with Cuseen Guinevon: brooght kim
shame, In this episede Lancelot meets & dwarkt
5 who offers to el him where Guinevere is if he
r'} g—,“

ROYAL CHAMPIOMN
Sir Edward Dnymoke was the
chamipdon of Cueen Elizabeth 1.
Al Ber coronation Banguet in
Weslminster, it was his jobto 7
rade fully armed into the hall |!|
and hiarl his gasmtlet b the 1
ground toodely anyone who '!J :
wwisled Lo guiestion the queen's |1
elzhit o rule, Such a challenpge was A
rade al every English coronation -I'.I'E:"‘-J
uihil thind ef George 1V in BE21.

wrll ricdie im thie cards

Carger
.r.:?'lr_,ﬁm:r.lln*ur

v
11.;;._5: S g R |
! : i!'
L

H

L& R

=
=

TRAGIC LOVERS
The ivory carvings on this 1240-century box show episodes from the ztary of
Tristan and lsealt. This isa tale of the kobghit Trdstan, who accidentally drank
A love poticn and fell in Jove with [seult, (he bride of his uncle, King Mark.
: & 2o o e piad e D
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The tournament

Ficrrve men 1ave avwavs tRaeD for battle, and tournaments started,
probably in the 11th century, as practice for war. Two teams of knights fought
a mock battle, called a tourney or mélée, over a huge area of countryside,
sometimes even assisted by footsoldiers, Defeated knights gave up their horse
and armour to the victor, s0 a good fighter could make a fortune. At first, battle
armour and sharp weapons were used, but blunted weapons were introduced
in the 13th century. Other contests, such as jousts (pp. 44-45) and combat on
foot (pp. 46-47), also appeared. In the pas d’armes, popular in the 15th century,
one or more contestants held the tournament ground, or lists, and sent
challenges to other knights and squires. In the 17th century the tournament
— 7 e wasreplaced in most countries by displays
e of horsemanship called carousels.

“Ropen™ comiz -~

LIRDF MEN {15 FARATIE

[ the carly 16th century it biesrme: fazhinnahle b
wear helmels with steange, mask-like visors in
the p-&t'&d-.% du.ri.nE Eourmismaents, Sometines
knighes even wons them during the fourmney
. el The visoss wene fitted bo
atleswize normal close-helmaets
I!:]JF-. 1d=15]). This none iz like an
I.".!Eh!!'ﬁ hancd, weith
fenthers chohed
inter the mictal,

F..zil_;n':":.' B

Hreaties far
werlidalioy

WiITH HAMNNERS
FLYING
The golourful array
of banners at a
kxarnamicnt was
ideal for the display
of coats=nf-arms and
all kingds of ather
fanciful designs, The
knights alsn wore Inroe
b coests omthedir helms
o evien when these wene 1o
longer worn in battle,

OEWIL TAKE YOL)
Alllough fournements
were popular with koights, f
and mrany poeople lked bo |

wralaly, the cliurels froaemed
o Lhern bevause so much
Blosd was often .«]'.!i'll:. Im
Uhis eaely Tth-contury
picture, devils wadt bo seine
the zouls of kndghts killed
ina tourmiea |

A ENIGHT IS GRACED
The women viewed the hanners
aned coesbed hielms of thie
contestiants before the fourmey, 1 a
Tacdy kmerwe that one of the knights
bid clome WIOmg, fis kil was
taken doawn and he wns banned
From: the lisks. This ]'.!iml T CONTICS
fron the Lith-contury tournament
F® of Roni® -::-f.r'mj:_:-u.

CLURE TOURNEY
[ dliis by of Lourney
L darnns wisaing Blund
swords and elulbs will Ly
b koock: the coests off
thede oppeaents” elmels
weltich aze filled willy
sberctive Face grilles.
Each kaight luas a banises-
bisgarer, weiile atlendants
fealbedd varloks) stand
resacly i s b falls, The
Enaght of lorour pides
bedweeen b ropes which
Sepaniie Hae doarns: Dndies
and judges are 0 the
stivnids, Although U lists
had beconse smalbee the
actist of this pioluse has
sepueashed them up Lo (it
averything i,

Huole to
take npce

Edefoent aned gilt
deraradiog

Pleyimye
| Tl I'.L' T

, Foee
{ oiwhassnd

IIIII' fi2 ki)

Varelate

VAMPLATE AND LOCKING-GAUNTLET
The civowlar varpdate was fixed over the
laprce e guard Uwe knight’s hand. Onee the
kiaght had gripped his sveord the locking
gauntlel was locked shat so the sword was
sl Jost by cosmalial. It foumd favonr im the

Tath century. Both abjects ane from an

PARATIE CASQUE | ddetal plite [Lalian armour of about 1570
This ltalinm open belmit of abwout 15330 et
wias worn in panedos [F has wrribinea] feetlc

decoration and the feoe has been given a
p'lnlr_' :.'I'|r||1|,'1:| liker bericgh It n1:|;."1:-|'||.'|.=1|..11.'|.'
had o lower set of teeth as well. The
hing;-:_'-d 1T ._:-in.ﬂ'.:; an missing.

|_fu:ki1'.|!;-!;..‘ll.l ikt
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Epesiit

The joust

B DURING THE 13TH CENTURY a dramatic new
element was added to the tournament — jousts,

| in which knights fought one-to-one. In a joust, a

| knight could show his skill without other con-

testants getting in the way. Usually the knights

fought on horseback with lances, thou gh in some

contests they continued the fight with swords.

{ | Two knights would charge towards one another

at top speed and try to unhorse each other with a

i single blow of the lance. You could also score

. points if you broke your lance on your opponent’s

FROCG-MOUTHED HELM
This Tath-centuary helrmet for the jousks: of

shield. Sometimes they used sharp lancesin oyt e il i

. . WEK Lhta] L] £} 200 s

combats called ”.]UU-S'I:S of war”. These could kill a oppanent by Teaning forward duiring the
knight, so many jousters preferred to use a lance fitted charge. At fhe moment of lmpact he

3 ; ;s ] stmaiphtencd up, so that the “Trog-meuthed”
with a blunt tip or with a coronel shaped like a small  Jower ip protected his eves from the lance-

crown to SPTEﬁd the 1mpact Such combats were called hesael or Fragments of the sl
“jousts of peace”. Special armour was developed for

jousting, to increase protection. A barrier called
the tilt was

introduced in

the 15th century
to separate the
knights and
avoid )
collisions.

GERMANIC [OUSTERS

[ the Cepmanie countries, knights often practized
the “Betmen™, o version of the jousts of war '
Mz o Dareier was used, the knights' legs i
wierg patlially protected by megal shiclds
The shields above thoir heads shaw that f
in this version they could be stmck off, !

S o' ' Mathee
for the Bennen. The lance could herp]amd
in b recess in the side, The shield was
attachaed to the brenstplate by means of &
staple nailed te the rear.

HREEAKIMNG A LANCE
Lamces vere mada
of wioad ard By e
Tith cenury wene
citen fluted o help
them splinter casily.
This I7th-conlury lance
is sliphtly thinnes thas
thovse used for jousting
against an apponent. 1L
wits weed e spear a
small ring hanging ;
from a bracket, e

FARADE BEFORE THE TILT

Knights paraded boside the LI o2
Barrier, before the jousting commenced.
Thiz seeme from Froissarl’s Chronichis was
painted in the labe [3th century altheugh
it dlepicts the jousts at 5t Inglevert which
took plice in T390 bofore the gilt was
trtrodueed . Atvendants with spaTe Tanges
aceompany the knights,

Retnfareiy bevar

‘—-.,_‘_____‘%

I:r.ﬂr.!_:;.'m.r.-]' reivfierod
e sovserer’s |'|'.f.' sinnrlider

Sl g paandgnend fa tive
reinforcivgg breastplate ond b
thie Breasdplinde Dehind

Prateadiong avan
di sippont e

LANCE-REST

Tlits was fixed fo

he breastplate by staples.
It helped Lo take the
weetg il of e lanee and
stopped it from sliding
Eack thwough e arngedt
i bngac,

Liirge veimforcing panaticr,
D ol fleeible meiterr-
stde fonger plntes

WATERY WARRIDORS

Acversion of dhe joust was sometimes carricd out on water, a5

this early 14th-century rminialuee shows, Two beams of rowens

propelled thele boals towards ene another svhilsta manin the
prrcaw of each teied to knock his opponent off halange,

HEINFORCEMENTS

Enights toak patt in many different types of combat, so
arrniolrs were sometimes supplied with additional pleces

o allowr themn fo be rmade up in various ways. Thoe n"in:l'u:\'.'ing
pieces shown here are from Sonath Germany and date ke about
1530, Thew are for a version of the joaasts of peace known as the
"filt in the Italian fashion”, Extra protection is provided mainly
for the left side of the body, becavse the knights passed one
another an that side, Enights did not necd great manoeawvrebility
when jousting, so rigid extra picces conld be bolted on. These wene
alten heavier or thicker pieces than those ased on field srmour
Thiz meant that the armour was heavy and difficult fo move
aroung in, bat this did not matter, becazes such
- armionr did not havie o be warn for long

i e pqril,‘-r]s and mfl,'-t}' Wl i F-:ri-::-:ril.}'.
it \

Pasgard boited to the
_I"."::.!lrr af K conder e
el dvfrne

Srap aecares @ renorcing fassn!
i Bl powarers Rl s, ey
New preatest prataclionn 15 roedd

Hrinforeiing
fwssey

OLO-STYLE JOUSTING
These 15th-century knights are
fousaling in Uhe old 2iyle, withot a
Liareber. This style remained
capeclally popular in the German
cowntries. The knights' lnnoes are
Meged sith coronels and are placed

im the shicld regesses




AT THE READY

This defail from a
Lath-cenluey Flemish
Lapestey shows
copibeatanks w:ril:i.nE
Lo bk pard dn faag
coitbat over ghe
barrier. A g is
hiaedaing oz kmiglst
lits lelimet.

Foot combat

In some 13r-cenTuRY JOUsTS the knights dis-
mounted after using their lances and continued
fighting with swords, By the 14th century, such
foot combats were popular in their own right.
Each contestant was allowed a set number of
blows, delivered alternately, and men-at-arms Visor
stood ready to separate them if they got too excited, From
15th-century writings we learn that each man sometimes threw
a javelin first, then the fight went on with sword, axe, or staff
weapon. Later still, such combats were replaced by contests
in which two teams fought across a barrier. [t was called the
foot tournament because, as in the mounted tourney
(pp. 42-43), each man tried to break a spear against
his opponent before
continuing the
fight with
blunted
swords.

Swand cils

Fline:
for bapes
i erns-
simips b
dald fhe
feemd
sl

FORNMAL FIGHT

Fomrt comibipts in the 150 cenluey
becrk place sithout a bargier, so the
contestants profected thelr legs
with armaowr, The most comimen
helmet for these combests wis

CLOSEHELMIET
Tlais Teel et swas L‘l-:-s.'il._'.nﬁi for

the: great basinet (pp, 12-135, Haug- gl BROW REINFORCE e dourmament e oot It s so richly
which was cutdated for seaded This plate was screwed do the visor gilded that it s surprising that it was ever
war by the middle of v of the close-halmet lyown on the worn b aclual combat. But the sword cues show

Lot ab st Tuawvee boeen ogoed. 18 was pattif a

the CentuTY,
daezling wacnitune of gilt irmour made in 1355

right, [L gave trone predection to thae
left side of The head.

Hllh'_ﬁ'.!.r
|'n'.'.'r.i|.'ll=:

Wit Etpe sl

EXCHANGE VISOR

Twwer threaded balts
allivecd  the visor o be
rermnsed from Bhe heloet
an Fhae Tedt and replaced
with this ong, which has a
number of ventilation
holes, 1t oomald be used for
batle or for fool combal.

Lifting pvg

TRIAL BY BATTLE " @
Pt all foot condests ] i
wore lseld for spost. -&’ﬁ*
Prating  Semelimes a charge 55
fork for of rurder o Leason pRs
hafding  wassellled by a | i
wypivoer combat, in which §)
Giod was thoug il to “f
Pl the binbnoc el L

ARMET
In this tvpe of helret the choek-preces pived cuatwards when it is

put on, instead of the froad Ball of the heloet swinging upas in the man, The conbest veend o ol bl #i
hedmiet st top right. This Corman examiple of abaul 1333 Eli'_i-'l visor unkil ere was either killed or i
that fits inside the rim of the bevor, where it i held by a spring- swrrendered, in which case he

cateh. The bevar iz locked over the cheek-piece in dhe sime way. it ereLibed, HEH

da

OLLAXE

el ars S =

it

Rumnii's)
Jrmecls
A haped

Cauniia

This weapan was very popalar in battle and foot comibat.
It was used Lo sirike the opponent’s head (the word poll
maans head) and (he solid hammer-head at the back

! eould concuss a man kn armour. The long langets of this

5 esamiple of about 1470 helped to held the ead SErmly
and prevent the 2haft being cut when fighting.

Prsildron

FLTYOOMBAT ARMOUR
This Crrman armer of about 1550
forms part of a gacniture, o
collection of ]Jiu:‘:u:i. Gk
Targer garoitures could be
maele into several
ditfezent armours, The
surface wis originally
Blzed, ard is etehed and
E‘il.dl.‘-‘.:. with the aroameant
nutlited in black. The visor
and upper bevaor lock
I:-l:-h'u.'l:hu-:r with a ball. This
staps them from accidentally
flving open if struck, a zafety
Featuere of some Foob-combat
holmieds. MNo iug WCIOCLE WS W
breause the combat foak place
over a barrier and blows bolow
v this Tevel werne foctdddemn.

Blate Yo deflect sife bl
lf.r.;lm' thir Gt

THE BARRIER

This crude drawing of
{he Late lath-contury
shows knights taking
part ina foot contost
over the barrier,
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Heraldry

MEN 1D Atways decorated their shields. In

the 12th century these designs became more
standardized in a system known as heraldry,
enabling a knight to be identified by symbols on his
shield, or a full coat-of-arms. It is often said that this
was done because helmets with faceguards made
knights difficult to recognize, but a more likely reason
was the need to identify contestants in tournaments.
Heraldry was based on strict rules, Only one coat-of-
arms was carried by a knight, and this passed to his
eldest son when he died. Other children used variants
of their father’s arms. Arms used a series of standard
colours and “metals” (silver or gold)
and are described in a special
language, based on Old French.

i, a pale gules

Aaure, a fess
cbadtled or

Sable, o cross
cngrailed o

Lozengy argent
and gules

COSTUME DESIGN
Thix Aewr-de-Dys, heraldie
ermblery of Franee, b5 used

b degorale Uhis loag

hanie, althewgl e

heraldry forbdids aold
placed on white or silver.

The fur linkiyg of the

mantle was also adapiod
for heraldic pus poses,

Azure, a fleur-
de-lys o

HERALC | AR
Coats-of-arrs wene placed on all sarks of abjects, 40
show ownership or simply o add colour, This jag of
abonat T3 has quarlensd arns, in which the armns of
b farnilies jolned by |:|1:|11.'i:|.::'|v|' appeaT by I,.ﬁﬁ.._'\-l,hr_\-r_

Gules, a spuir
argenl

BADGE QOF OFFICE
This coppes arm I:':I.-ﬂEL‘- waz worn by a
servat? of Frimgois de Lomaine,
1 |l.}:i]."i!|1|]|‘.'|:' Pricr of Franooe from 15349 1o
1EA3, whose acms it beare. Betpiners of
o lord oflen wore his lvery badge,

ROLL QF ARMS
Heralds madie lists fo keep a recond
of participants in military events like
barnaments and baltles, The Carlisle
Lol pomtains 277 shiclds of King
Ecdward 1% refinue on his vizit do
Carlisle, England, in 1334,

A ENIGHT'S SHIELD
Tlis reme s rviving shicld
of thae 1320 contury is
e from woed, which
hivs Lo ramipant
moulded in leather, These
anc the arms of o lindgrave
(ruler) of Hesse in
Cermany Fle is representod
a5 a1 knight of the Tewtonic
Crcder, as the wwhite shield
i Black omss of the
Teubinic knights has been
patinbed om this Taswer 10

Linr wnppand

Args ﬁj"
Cosime dp'
Jelrid it

SWORD ARMS
This Italian falchion
or shorl cutbing swiord
dates Mok the mid
Ioth cenfury. 1¢ is
ctehed wills this arms
of Cosdrmo de’ Maedici,
Druke of Florenes [t
is encircled with thi
collar of ¢he Order of
thie Golden Floeoe,
one of several
knightly osders

of chivalry.

COoAT-OF-ARMS
The brass af Sie Thomas
Blencrhpssed (died 1531) shows
the Beraldic arms on kis coat
armoart, the nane @iven bo bhie
surcoat, The verston warn by
this datg is the falbazd, alsa
used by heralds,

COLOURFUL SPECTALCLE
[ty this T3th-conbury
_|.'l|r."|1.:n.-_. shields nf t['l-c
knlghtly passengers ane
Tt over thae sides of
s, ]:'Lrp,'l:]:,-' tor disp[.;.}'.
Crdourful heraldic
banners bone the armis
af thair kn55|1|:|._:,-' CTICTS
] were a rall}'ing
paknl i battle, as wene
b |l.'|:||E_-L'r standands,
which Grried a lord’s
badges and other
devices. Hore the French
t'l.'l}'i'l.l Arms ApPET en
I:rump-rr Banners.

MAKING AN IMI'RESSION

The bezel of this large gold
Tdthecentury sigret rings is
engraved with hecaldic arms
which include those of the de
Crailly family. Above are the
Tetters: “EID Gre™, probably
mcaning! “This 15 the seal of
Jrean de Grailly™. When pressed
into hok wax used do seal a
dacument e arms :|].1|_:u=..'|n:_'\-:;'| in
the wax the eight wiy azonand,

Pzanel of gilr
Bz pes! i shape
af w Fon's Bonid

SPANISH FLATE Arure Hue

The Spanish kingdom of Castile had a castle for its arms, while that of Leon | Sable  Black

used a lion. These ane the cardiest quartered armes, first noted in 1272 On dhis | Vort
Spanish dish of about 1423 the ue beraldic colours have been ignozed,
while the background has designs influenced by the Spanish Musline.,

KEY TO LABELS

O3 ARMS
L Gald
o Argent Silver
Caurlies Food

LTETY
Purpuare Furple

—

Cules a liom
rampant or

O a lEon sefant

regardant purpare

argend

Sz dﬂl:ll;phin
naiant argent

Ok, o dragom

rampant viert

O i pocteullis
purpune

Azure, a sun in
splendour or
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 Hunting and hawking ‘x

T -

[a’%éhi MEpIEVAL MONARCHS AND LORDS were passionately fond of

. hunting and hawking. The sport provided fresh meat, as
: well as helping to train knights for war and allowing

them to show their courage when facing dangerous animals like the wild

boar. The Norman kings set aside vast areas of woodland for hunting in .

England, and there were severe penalties for poachers or anyone who broke

the forest laws. The animals hunted ranged {rom deer and boar to birds and

rabbits. Knights often hunted on horseback, which provided excitement and

FL¥IMG: TR A LUKRE
Alure was e durnm_l,'
hitd which the faleones
swung, from a long,
cored, Thie Faledn seeanld
pounce an the ane, 5o
that the falconer cowld

useful practice for war. Sometimes beaters drove the prey towards the hi,ﬂf—fﬂﬂ’:ﬁ
huntsmen, who lay in wait. Hunters might also use bows or crossbows, i ul b
which gave them good experience with these weapons. Hawking was very cise a hird o1

teach B boclimb
high and “steop™
i on its prey,

popular, and good birds were prized. One 15th-century manuscript gives
a list of hawks, showing how only the higher members of society could fly
the best birds.

Ay

MOBLE BEASTS

This detail of the carving
om the side of the cresshoyw
tiller shiosvs a stag ok,
Cinly rich people wene
allowed 10 hunt stags

St I|?.i|r fa
CH R e _,'f;lr
::.]urm.".lr;:; By

Penaden filler penvesesd

M shooting g
agieirrel S .

Warill Bl i

[N THE HLMNT
A Flemlsh or Geroan silver piacpuee af aboot 1600 shews hunling with
Founds, falconry, and shooting. Coe hound catches a have in front of
Heree Ladies swha wabch wigh inberczs from thede caraae.

i I polisfed stag . £
.flmr-:n.'i—/./k_ -
i redief e e -

e Ty

l-‘.:;l.:'l.-ﬁ'l.'lﬁ'l;:,?.llr:: WOODEMN FEATHERS

These Germean crossbow Balts dake to

thiamn the feathers wsaally seen on armows,

WIOHILF HUNT

Whemn hunting for
wirlves, huntsmen would
hiang picoes of meat ina
thicket and deag therm
along pathways e leave a
scent. Look-outs in frees
searned of the walf's
approach and rmastiff
g Aushed it ot for
the hunters. This hunt (= FREDERICK 11'THE FALCONER

pictured bna copy of the  This Gemman emperer was so keen on falcenry that
Late T h-century hunting  im the mid L3th century he weode a boek en the
book of Gasten Phoecbus,  subject, from which this picture comes. Same lards
Ciount of Foix, Franoe, aven kegt hiwks in thede private apartmends,

FOR DEER
HUMNTERS bl
The blade of &
Cerman hanting
swiord of abont
1540 is etched
with scenes of a
stag huant, Such
syords were
carried when
huenling and also
for general
probection

Dags clasiog Huslingg

Dreer being driven
e ey, laps

it ks

WEAPDOMN AT THE READY |
The crossbow was a popular bunting
weapon. [Lcould e used an homseback J[
and casily reloaded using a goat’s-font ]
lewer o a ralelset and winder I:'
mechanism called a rck. Becanss the !
brovrsteizg wins deawen bick over thee
mulb and leld thene undil nelisased by
Lhe bigmer, the crossbow could be
spanned ready in case any game
was [ushed oot Crossbows for
use b hrinting wore sometimes
lavishly decorated. Ok this
exaniple of 1450-1470 the
coat-of-arms of e owener is
prainbec oay the Hiler and
there ane carved F\.!I‘IL"]H
showwing lumnting soemes.

I.']r.‘_!;.‘r.'xf
r=||.1'-.-:|'r1'r.'g .;1_.F
Frodsdee rind

Re:'.:d:u'uag et
rebovidsgd fry

Irigser bl
e o “\Ww

Inirfrecd favid

PET CARE

Hutnbing dogs mecdied
careful ]m;king atter
and Gaston Fhockas
recoriasends The s
o Terbal medicines
fu cure mang e,
Adizoages of the ey,
e aed ehrosat, and
cven rabiv Swenllen
paws damiged by
thaxrms ar gorse
cesuired atkention,
Dislacabed shoulders
syore drendod h}'
bonescttors and
broken legz puk in
harmesses,

AFTER THEM!
Ladies could also
b avid hunters. In
thi= illwslration of

7 aboul 1330040 lady
blowws a hunting
hiorm a5 shie gallops
after the <ogs,

HOAR-CATCHER
This baoar spear wias a
stonak weapon intended

b st am anrushing
Boar ot even a bear, To
stop he blade going
too farintce the animal,
a cross-bae ywas
provided. Boar sweond
hlades were also
picreed For a cness-bar

The tusks of the aggressive
boar wene highly dangerous

1



Faith and pilgrimage

Tie crurcH pLAYED A MAJOR PART in the life of the Middle Ages.
Western Europe was Roman Catholic until Frotestantism took
hold in some countries in the 16th century. Most
people held strong beliefs and churches flourished,
taking one-tenth of everyone’s goods as a sort of
tax called a tithe. Monasteries were sometimes
founded by wealthy lords, partly to make up for
their sins. Some lords actually became monks

after a life of violence, hoping that this would make
it easier for them to enter heaven. To get help from
dead saints, Christians would make pilgrimages to well-
known shrines, such as the tomb of 5t Peter in Rome, and wear
a symbolic badge. Holy relics, many of them forgeries, were carried
for protection,

S

_Coniniver
ffar Holw
Witer

WATER CARRIER
Peple wore Hny containers
called ampullae helding Holy f‘ i
Witer fo protect themselves 5 ila ﬁjr.‘-
from evil, This o b " o e - s &
pichare of 51 Thomias Becket, :

killed at Canterbury in 117
anmd wonld have boeen Bought
after o pilgrirmage b his shrine

'ﬂ'r-ﬂl‘::{.:-

gt
"ﬁ' : [ ;

ESNIGHT AT FREAYER
The zaints plaved & vital poct in peaples” lives,
Thi= ;-"..cl.inqd-g_'lm_:s; winedo Froon the Melleslands
shows a knight friam: thie Bermerioouct Famitly
praving at a statue of Mary Maguelene.

Lo pralinrim bacle
ot 5L Catherineg
martyred on a
wheel

Liad seal slioswing
n  Hr Viegin Moy
lolding baky

g |esiag

STMIOLSAOF TAITH
Peagle ollen wone

Ll ipes Lol that they
i b on 3 gilgrimage, ;
The simple lead cross shows B
the imporlance of this sign - 58
e i kilghl's swond guand
could Be used as one, Other
popular subjects were Christ and
the Virgin Marv and the saints

OWNER OF THE HORN

This medallion shows
Charles Duke of
HI.II'EIJ:II.\'.E':' wlo owned
the Horn of St Hubert
im the Jade 150 cenlusy

SILVER CHALICE
Aochalice was wsed to
hald the consecrated
wine during the Miss.
This ane, which wis
rrade in Spain or [raly in
the carly Loth centory, s richly
decarated, showing the wealth
and drnportance of the chorch, 18 s
decerated with six medallions
which show Christand sorme
of the Sainks, including St
James of Compastell.
Pilgrirs 1o his tomb

wore badges bearing

hiz ermblem of a
scallop shell,

Head of saimd

HOEN OF 5T, HUEERT
Medieval people liked b touch or even possess telics
of the dend saints, even though some had o
connection with the real saint, 5t Hubert sas
£aid ta have secm the vision of o cross shining
between a doer's antlers, and he becama:
the patron saint of huntsmen.

TODE A PILCRIM
Thesa 15th-century pilgrims ar
I:r.:ll.'l,r!l:inE o th Hl:'l]:,-' Land.
Jerusatern, whers Christ had
been crueified and bured, was
the greatest goal, but gedtin
there meant a long a
dangerous jpurney. Pilgrims to
Jerusalem were called “palmers”

and ware a palm-Leaf badge. l'a

MISSIONARY
The Chuarch was always keon to conwvers others
to Christianity, cither through peaceful teaching
ar by miore forcefal methods ke those used by
the Tewtonic knights in Eastern Europ.
Herie Friar Oderic noceivig a b'i‘.‘-ﬂil‘lg bakore
hie goes b the Enst as o missionary. Knights
might alse desire p blessing bofore
undertaking dangoermus fasks or jourmnaeys,

THE CANMTERBURY TALES
Geafipay Chavcer (righth wrote The
Capterlinery Toles in about 1286, These
cotcern a group of pllerims who
Lravel from London to the Shrine of
Thomas Backet in Canterbury A
Lnight {eft) and his son, a squire,
jobn the group, who tell
y slorles along the way to
piass the time,

1 Chaucer’s
knight

Geafizay
Chaucer

Baliear i her r.ll'l.'lll.r

Crerifind Chris)

52 mhichelas

FROCESSIOMNAL CROSS
This early 15th-century Kalian silver
cross has been pactly gilded and
decorated with eramels. The Visgin
.".-'I.:r_:,l;, 5|:._'||.1!1:r|. andd St Micholas ae
shown on the arms of the cross. The
hicam iz a svmbol of piety - ple
E:.mlght that she wuunpniurl hL*rF:EﬁLF 11
arcier to feed her young, symibal of
Chest |:||-e,:u1:|i:r|.5 For all simnoers.
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The crusades

IN 10953 AT CLERMONT, FRANCE, Pope Urban II launched a military
expedition to take the Christian Holy Places in Jerusalem back from
the Seljuk Turks who ruled the Holy Land. This expedition became
known as the First Crusade. A huge army travelled thousands
SR of kilometres across Europe, gathering at Constantinople (now
PLOPLL'S ;gulsilng ——— Istanbul) before going on to capture Jerusalem in 1099. But the{ ity
Hertnit Jed am undiscaplined meb o WaS 500N retaken by the Muslims and many other crusades failed
Celogre it many s episalarn: to take 1t back, apart from a brief period in 1228-29
i1 Ehzie way Lhey pillaged and ;
loated, killing [ews for their when the German emperor, Frederick II, made
e oot doe an agreement with the Muslims. Even Richard
esponsible fof Christ's 1 . 5 E
death. Though there were some Lionheart, the warlike English king and a leader
e e of the Third Crusade of 1190, knew that if he could
imedern Turkey? by the Turks. capture the city, he would not be able to hold it.
Nevertheless, western leaders set up feudal states
in the Holy Land. The fall of Acre in 1291 marked
the end of one of these states, though Christians still
fought Muslims in Spain and the Mediterranean, and
Slavs in Eastern Europe.
Crusades were also
preached against non-
Catholic heretics in Europe.

Horder q,"n_'n:vr.:ll.'s

SFANISH CRUSADERS
Ruslims, known o= Moors, ko Lived in .‘E.—.».:-i.n sl
t sighth cenbary. From the 11th century Christian
acimies tried bo pazsh them back soudh undil Srmada,
Huoir Last thlngilcl'.'d, el dop the Clerishioms in 1442,
Warrior muonks, such as the Order of Santigo, seen
in this '[3!:|.'|-|.'L~:||.|1:r_g.I '|:lil\'.'|1tl'l."_. |'||.=]|_:-.'d the Christian
reconguest of Spain,

KIMGON ATILE

Medieval churches weze often
decorated svith patterned ceramic
dile=, These exarmples come Iiom
Clertzay abley, England, They
baar o porlrait of Richard [ koo
as Blelvard Lionlwart, who was
Yang of Eneland from 1159 40 17599,
and was one of the leaders of the
Third Crusade of 1140,

Sk
rn:-.-.-]r_llmuu

TAEING SEIT
Thiere were bwo routes froan Europe
Lo Elve Hasly Land: the dangerous
cod overland or aercas the
Mediterranean Sea. The [kalian city
stabes of Vomioe, Pisa, and Goroa,
cager for new trade, often poovided
ships, Unfortunately in 12 Venice
pecsuaded the leaders of the foarth
Crusade do atkack the Byeanbine
capital of Constantinople, which
never recoverid.

Aridic
IRecrplion
THEMAMLUES
A elile body of treops, the Mamluks ware reczuibed From
slaves by the Muslims, Thas late 13h- or eazly 1dth-cendury
bronze bow] shows a mounted Mamluk heavy cavalrvman,
He appears to ke wearing a lamellag cuirass, a Lype ol
arrrotr which was made lrom small isca plades laced
togelher Abowve Tus head he lolds o slightly corved abee,

A SARACEM
Many Saracens used fast horses and shod
acrivws at thar crusaders frorm theds
recurvisd composite bows, Sorme waore
forms of plate armour but many wore
mil or padded defences. Bound shields
wiare common and curved slashing salves
becime popular in the 12th century.

FIGHTIMG FOR TIE FAITH
This mid 13th-cenlury pietuse showes Christinns and
Meslims clashing in 1212 |J1.1r.ir|3 the Christian siege of
Damictta at the mouth of the Xile in Egvpt. The artist has
dressed the Muslins, on the :ri.5|'|l:, rather like Christians,

STRONGEIHOLDS IN THE EAST —
Asin e West, the coesaders  m AT g AR i
built s4vme castles pnd 1T
bormowed some idens
Trom ﬂx.:mp]l.ﬂi in
the East Cruasader
caziles wene built on
Elrl:lt'lg natuzal sites
wlwen possible. This
hiuge castle, Kk des
Clevaliers in Syria,
was held by the Knights
Hospitallers, An outer ring of
walls was added in the 13th contary,

TURKISH WARRIOR
This Iealinn Qish of about 1520 shows

a Tuckish wardior. The crusades died cul in Uwe

cariy Lath century and the great fortificd city of Constantinople fnow
Istanbul} stood belween Tuckey and the mainland of Europe. However,
the city never fully recovensd from the damage it suffered duging the
Fourth Crusade bn 1204, I 1433 it finally fell so the Sultan Suleyman
the Ma_gl'li.l:il."l.ﬁ:l'.l:. 1t has remained part of Turkey ever since.

CROSSLEGGED KNTGIIT
This effigy, carved in the late 134t century,
wias said bo be that of English knight Sir John
Felcombe, who died of wounde durdng the
Socond Crusade (1147497, The eross-lepged
poese is popularly thoughl Lo indicate a
crusader, In fact B i simply a style weed by
the sculplors of the e
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Knights of Christ

L 1118 4 BAND OF KNIGHTS Who protected Christian |
pilgrims in the Holy Land were given quarters near
the Temple of Jerusalem. These men, known as the
Fnights Templar (of the temple), became a religious
order but differed from other monks by remaining
warriors and continuing to fight the Muslims. In the
same period another order of monks, who had
worked with the sick, became a military order called
the Knights of St. John or Knights Hospitaller. When
the Christians lost control of the Holy Land in 1291 the
Templars, by now less active, found that the European
rulers who had supported them did not like their power and
their lack of action, and they were disbanded. The Hospitallers
moved their base to the Mediterranean and continued :
fighting the Muslims. The Teutonic Knights, a German order
that had become military in 1198, moved to eastern Europe
and fought to convert the Slavs to Christianity.,

=
L TE

THE HOSPITAL
halta was the finnd home of the
Fnights of 58 John, This engraving
of 1588 shows thern at wark on the
great ward of their hospital in the
Maltese capital, Valetta.

{824 fems vims yolter
e paomné fnes A =

| fibe il ot omelta. 8

o fuome. 5. Emdaunt GRS

i

NROMEL MORTAR
Ingresdients for Hospitaller medicines
were ground by a pestle i this moelar
dating fzean the 12th ar 13th canlugy,

Fesition of
originl
aponl

MEDICINE ]AT
© The Hospitallers
used jars mnde
Fromy decorated
pottery called
Magoelica te hald their
medicines, Although a
militacy erder, these monks
had been caring for the sick
since e 110 centwry and
conlinued to do 2o while
al=a providing fighting
tnen for the Christan
wears against the Muslirs.

vt Ve G Tre e
frLOEIn CTTDIALLLS £ LIS
apued te nbereliom

bus D g

puoffre per et b
of tracoeonlis peragua
pmtétie = fanbon no
nuus e iccandtes:
(rppleces e ceane:
ot or nanfumnlos
mos repuiliis abnod
tibls poxfu fempic
optabd s mefngs (e
quallo fucans. ).
STyt L AL

BURNING THE TEMPLARS

Adter the Christlans took contral
of the Holy Lardd, the Tesnplars
becarne very rich and powerlul,
which made thern unpopular,
Bang Philip IV af Framce decided
Lir iz their syealll, The Grand
Master, Jacques de Morlay was
pamed in 1313 and the Crder
was suppressed in Europe,

GEAND MASTER S SEAL
A Grand Master led cach
military arder. This seal
belonged te Raymond de
Berenges, who raled the
Hn:lspir;li.lc-'rs froem 13651374,
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THE FIGHT GOTS 0N

Adtes the lass of the Holy Land
b 1291, the Hespliallers monved
first bo Cypras, ther by 1310 6o
Bhodes whore they again
clashed svith tee Muslinng, This
continual strugele meant that
despile theis waaltl, fhey
managed to escape the fate

of the Templazs,

FPROCESSIOMNAL CROSS
This carly 18th-century cross is made
of oak covered with silver plate. The
figure of Christ is alder. The
Evangelisis are pictured en the arms
of the cross, The cross belonged to
the Hespitallers and the coatgf-arms
i= that of Picrre Decluys, Grand Prior
of France from 1322-1533. Each
rmilitary order had priotics or
commanderics in several conntrics
wwhich raised mianey and recnits,

L it ol T2 o st i
e e e e

ORDER OF SERVICE abooe

The Enights of S, John woere expected bo atiend church
services and b koosy their Bikle in the same sway as other
mianks, Breviaries like this one contained the daily service,
The religicus knights had ta abey strict rules, which were
uspally based om those of the repalar monastic orders,
Flospitallers followed
- the male of &t Benedics,
s the Templars that of
ﬂ;ﬂ_ the Cistercian Crder.

-

EMNIGHT TEMFLAR
Termplazs wore o white
surccat with & red cross,
This L2th-cenbary frosco
fromm the Ternplar church at
Cressac in Framoe shows a
knight galioping inko battle,

THE RHOLNES MISSAL
Juining the Enights

Hnspi aller meant 'b{'ir.g a
skilled :I':i|:_l;h|:i.n£; T, e
n*l:.q'-:ring thr weorld For a
momastic e Like osher
ke, thi knig’ht—ﬁ WO
tex s thie order fai rhfu!l}'_.
B TRTLOINC S WO, amd tor
hl,!']EI' thoese in need. [t is
|:|'||J|JEE1T theat miny .'r::riEh!:,;
beecake theEr woaws i this
sk, thie lbe ijl;i.'l-i:cnru:'_'.'
Rhndes Missal.

WATERE BOTTLE
Aowater supply was
vital in the heat of
the Mediterranean
and along pilgrim
rauhes in the Holy
Land. This metal
water bottle of
about 1330 bears
the cross of the
Order of 55, John,
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Knights of the Rising Sun

Eurore was nor the only area to have a warrior class. Japan
developed a society similar to the feudal system of medieval
Europe, and the equivalent of the knight was the samurai. Like his
western equivalent he was a warrior, often fighting on horseback,
serving a lord, and served by others in turn. After the Gempei War of

1180-1185 Japan was ruled by an emperor, but real power lay with the

military leader or Shogun. However, civil wars had weakened the
Shogun's power by 1550 and Japan was split into kingdoms ruled
by daimyo or barons. In 1543 Portuguese merchants brought the

: : first guns to Japan: soon large, :
professional armies appeared. A e

& was fought

FIGHTING SAMURAL
These te samurad ace fghting on oot
Frorw the 14980 coilury e was an

increase in (his Lype of combad, although
samurai still fought on hersaback wlhaon
necessary: The shift fowards fool combat

with sveord and curved spear Brought
LARLY ARMOUR aburs chamges in the armone,
This 'l':-'|:|'.-r-u|'||:|:|r_g.-' COpy of a I.El:h-nm:ur}' ATIROLr 15
iy Ll ;_qr-.ul: ATOLU O U-].-n:ln:li. !:I::r'lu._'. AT iTom s.l'ri]'.- i
alfached o thie dop of the broest, and thie rest of the
CLIErss D s -:xFr:mn]I |.'|.-:\-:|_1,:||_'n:d i ]'.-'I.'|1i:$'|.'n:n:~d
I:ug-ul.ll.-ur with =ik and leether, The [2thu:4,'nl;|_|'r:,.'
sarmanai whio wose armour like this wens
h.lﬁii:ll[:.-' maaihed archiers.

H!i]'.-piuj_;_. aned boond wAa

strong Shogun was revived aftera e OE e Eﬁminll]ed il Tsier 8 e af
=L a varnishl and Lace celhor with s I W

1’1{21.0-!‘}? }I‘! lﬁﬂﬂr E'II'Ld l.'hE" ].EIS[' E;H”iﬂt wsed to prebect melal from modstune in the bumid

samural battle . ; clirnate of Japan.

farmed by a decorated oval metal plate (subal. The grip jimbaori, e carries not anly his
(esnkat wis covered in reugh shark-skin, fo prevent {he hand swards but alsoa long bow made

arer the end. The pair of swaords tdaishel was completed by a together and bound with ratlan, His
shorter sword {wakizashid, which was also stuck through Hue belt. hetmet coest bears & pair of horns

MONERN ARMOUR
Fram the 16th contury [apanese
arriaar wins made more selid, in
it bid b grive mone pretection
from bullets. This example i=
a 19th=cenbary armour called
a besed gusako, A cuirass, or
diz, protects the chest, each

arrn hins & defence (hote) and
shoulder puard (sode), and

cach leg hins armone for the

leveer thigh thaidatel and shin
Isuaneate), The helmmet (kabato]
hins & face defenoe Omempal and

is fitked with a buffalo-horn ¢rest,

MASTER AND SERVANT

A& smnldl I:|i:v:|_1wn-c[ Cilsie, O N, is
decnrated with a p'in:run:_- of a servant
kel ing before o samurai. Warriors
rtided servants tooattend thiem angd B
lonk after their equipment = jist ke §
wistern knighis, A samurai held
lifp=nnclceath PO T OVeE his servanis
and gver the farmers who worked on his
lancd and i:-'r\-c:-l"idc_'-.-] hirm with foond.

HELMET AND FACE GUARD : . T
like this I7th-conluey example ase often tidted | ' -
nedseme moustaches, They have a neckgand

; “':r'm""‘:i',-ﬂij'.r""”f”"f;*
' [EUL RN e AT TTET PR

T T o, II I-'

THE ART OF 51WWORMEMANSHIF
Im this section from a [9th-century
]'.liql;l,IT\{' I:l:,-' Eunisadn, a samurai
called Minamaoto Yashitsune i=
instructed inswordplay by
erentures called Tengi. Learning to Slark-skin grig
s b swenrd 1:\-::-11'::_-r|]:|-' bk miany
VIR nf bord work = there were
Y WOV that tha svwardsman HHRLL

had to porfect. Japanese swords . > ! .'1;'- Y -J--.:.-_: i
had :-'xtn;-nh:'l:,.' '_-;h.'lz'rl v:|.||1ing ed!';qs. - % i il A

: S

SWORDSMANM

Sarnugzat prized their swonds
greatly. This 1%Hh-century print
shionws a samurai kelding his lang
sword unshesthed. His smalier

sword is thrast l|'|n.|uE]1 Iis baedt, L4 il e .
wikly the extling edge uppermast _ 5 o i p FHH:I
to deliver o blow straight trom | ¥ L1 ’ NIRRT

Hse seabbard, o ! gt oy, : . il iy

il |

VWA RRIDH]
This 19th-century phatograph
shows 3 samurai deessed im his
FATR OT SWORDS armaur. This is miade of solid
The main satmucat sword was plates of fron, unlike the earlies
The katama, sheathed in a wossden small Taced plates. Over his
scabbard (zaval The guard for e Bilt was arencur he wears 4 surcoal, o

th silk braid, A pommel cap (kashiea) filied of Barabaeo and edher weeds gloed
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Cerp capned 1
o o eaether

The professionals

I\ THE HEAT OF BATTLE even heavily armed squadrons of knights could not
break the disciplined ranks of infantry. The wars between France and
Burgundy in 1476-1477 showed how mounted knights were unable to defeat
solid bodies of pikemen backed up by soldiers using handguns. 50 by 1300 the
infantry was becoming the most important part of any army. In Germany
foot soldiers called Landsknechts copied their Swiss neighbours in
using pikes and guns. The way men were hired was also changing.
Feudal forces, who fought in return for their land, were increasingly
being replaced by paid permanent forces

Crussgird

!

Seilmes pisor

FUEEDAND. s J‘["‘Z of well-trained soldiers backed up by
SLASHED ARMOUR i = . .
Iir the late 13th and early 7 mercenaries and men recruited locally. P

16tk cenfuries the Saviss

and German Landskneches
esbovied shiowing off by
wieating extravagant colhing
by Ehe ~pradfied amd slashed”
shyle. This German armour
rrade b abtaul 1520 mimics
thiat style. The slashings ane

fentier
cacering

. Although mounted knights still played
] their part, they

were becoming
less effective on

" the battlefield. 8 e

elched and gill, swhereas the ar wary slge
surfaces in belween are
elched to supoest
darnask or
cul velvel
clolh.
TWO-HANDED
SWORD
Sevards ke this

weze useful for
culling the pednts

off pikes carrlad
By enemy
. soldiers. The lugs
HANDGLUMNNERS cn the Blade
Swiss handgunners of the lale helped prevent
15th centugy ire matchleck guns ! At enemy
al enemy soldiers, backed up by weapan sliding
wheeled canmon, Albsady Swiss up b the hands,
armbes conslsted largely of infantry The leather

pike fermadions suppoeled By unils
of handgutnners and cannon,

ceverng the
ricasso or Blunted
zeglion on the
Blade allowad a
shorter grip on
the weapan, This
axample dates o
alroud 1608, by
which fime these

1 M -
~ ] were becoming
0 ceremonial
' weapans,

ol

Sheed sivips fo g

AN
— e == i insine of el
SN )

e | P and

- slashed
iecarilion

CAT-LLUTTER

Thiz Gorman Landskrechs of abooat
1320 wisnrs ]'.|..'|:rl:i:'.l armeoarr with
puffl:d amed slashed breeches and a
"hishap's mantls” of mail ta gu:\d
his neck. As well asa
twi-handed swand he
carriag a distinetive shost
sword that was called a
i:n.':n'.w.'yzr I :nTHEuI:I:e:r:I.

IN BLACK AND WHITE
Imfantrymien who conld afford some
protection often chose a half armmour
without leg picces 10 make walking
casier. Light horsernen ware similar
armene, The apen helmet, callod a
burgemet, let more air get le the face,
The black and white effect on this
arrmiar of phoat 1330 seas made by
lepving some arcas as bright ste]
whilp ]'.-\.1E|'|I:i1"._|_r_ ather parts blagk, The
p-.'.i:n.r wits also rhuught %)
protect .'If'_.'!:iTl.'f.l‘ s

HALHERD

The hesewy axchead on this
infantry wtaff weapen conld e
wsed by maim an ecacmy, while
the break on the back could trip
up leorsies or hook a knE!;hr
from the saddle, This German
cuprnple dates te about 1300

Clavk-pieve
i B Froned

L

This Lardsknecht of the 1630 century
wiears the usual elaborate costume
amdd aroear, this time sarmearmted by
a plame. As well s his sweord hie
GITEIES 8 F.-iklr sirmilar ko tho o

Shep!

iy

FIKEMAN

slswan e the right.

u:.n.-..-rr.-r,____

CERNLAN CROLBSHOW
This cresshove of abond 1520 has
i biver made from cane and
i whnlihone covened wilth
parchment. When the shott
creesbovy haolt stmack armionr
g1 n*];.' ik ol Pllni:h
I|1.n1|.|3]1. it Linlikie Innrjx:-'l.'.';._,
which meeied constant
p'r:l-:'l'irl*,fn1'-;'-.'h-c:r|.'|.':-; WO
A !iFﬂHI‘IL"ﬂ :|11|._~c'h..1:1'i|:.1I!:.'
l:]'.-rl. A30=311 and could be
neseg] o m'-;i'l}'. Thr:_l.r
witTe! p-c:-pll!.'l:r nn the
I".|:|:\-::-]'.-|_'.'|r| mipinland,

Cirecd aand plaites!
teative Disidiong

GLN HATTERY
! M FuTIneT [omariers j;ln'.'.'inj;
b linstiock o the tonchhelis of
g eannon, From o weood ol
b kot 1320, This Barrels
Fivve moulded discaration,
The increasing, wse of
s weas one Bckor in
bl cdisclinae of the casile
amed ghre mise of the hoavily-
guaed fortress, Field puns
weurie s aginsd CnEmy
cavalry and infantry.

& BN

—
e
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'£ " FROCESSIONAL

i FARTIZAN 1 {
'f“‘ ! With fircarms laking Thﬁ' d.e C].].ne Of ChlVﬂlI }
nal | over the battlefield
U | roany edged weapons
| .| wiere made for
‘ ceremonial use only, RULEES INCREASINGLY PREFERRED to use

like this German
partizan of about 1650,

professional soldiers, leaving knights to live
on their estates. By the 17th century, warfare
was becoming more and more the job of full-
Lime soldiers, mercenaries, and middle-
class troops. Knights occasionally
fought as officers, usually of cavalry,
but the medieval fighting man was
now only a memory. No longer
was knighthood only granted to
sons of knights. It was
becoming an honour, a title
given to people that the
monarch thought deserved
recognition, This idea still
continues in many places,
but the knight of old was
not forgotten, His
image survived,
helped partly by old
castles and stories of
heroes such as King
Arthur, and the
magic, woven by
medieval poets
and 19th-century
romantics, lives on.

Cirdye

||Ji?|.:\; Rt

CUIRASSIER
The Last svrmmiowrresd kni.j:hr.f.
weore armone Like this and :
wone ke as cuitssions. The ]
s of Teseed '|'lik¢_'rr.|,'r| anc
fimesarore: meant that knif;hr.;:
cotaled mes longer s Inees to
chiarge home. Becaose of the
i.|1|.'n.'.1:-:i|'.5 s of guns {ha
armonT plakes swere
thickined, n*..'ll:inﬁ Ehem
leerawicr, s bhae losver Iq;
Aieforces wene loft off and T{'p'l.'li:vz_'u:l
aith lisathier ric i:||.3; Bviatse Linlike this fne ciched
ard rilt [taliamn -e':-.':ln'up'll.--::-F Hhr i:_';|:'|_1_,r 17 coem by, many
', such armiars '.l.'n.'-nw._-nn:ll_'l_-r' e

Deiic e datt coneld B
Enee-plece aed s a clad

TUFF T

saiortl et o weas mome

SorTearTNeT

KEY
This German spamer of about 1620
wound upa spring on the wheel-lock
whieh, wion roloased by thie sear, or
'I:ri:.:;_.;l.*:rr :-.-]11n:||-.'q'_1 b aed lovvened
Hhe cock against it, r:|1:|hi:|13..'| shmwer
of sparks bo fine the gunpowdiers.

Laght cavalremen found that a oot
af bulf leather swas able to saga

comtlortatde than full armour

It wis worn either alone or with a

breastplate and backplate. At this
ELimne, |'.I:h.'-.|.~:|:|'.:-]:|‘.-.-.- WLTL L|:-1::|]I}r

"prooled” or fested By firing a gun

ab bz Bafore thay wens wozn.

QLD VERSLUS NEW righi!

Thi= engraving of 1632 shows
T o armoured cuinesier
with a e conld be
HI:I."P‘]:'EI.' by an inkantryman
with a mesket. Motice Hhe
wheel-lock pistol, o more
ulfetive WAL foar the
hersen, I"“""Ei""E
in its hotster from

e saddle

FREFPARIMNG T |=IHI;:.'-;:|"|‘

Amcarly 17th-century

Dmatch musketeer
[rOoLTs a
(L B e

ampupnd of

Bu |'|r:|_'|'.'.'n.j|_'-'r

from his

poverder Flask

infn his musket,

Preve of mock ahich

alrafes skl ho ke
| i spverk; this .||';.._:.|'|.'.-= s
| aonpoeder vl fires 1300 QLIIXCTE
|t gran Thi Spanish writer Miguel di Cervantos wrode

the mowie] Dhees CRadvede In aroung 1390 The
ook tells of a Foolish ald man swhio i:_':l_h-".:; wwrith
windmills thinking I:Z'n.*:.':m- 3L1:1I:-; and treats g
prasant _!.:i:rl a5 his Zml_'.'. it s Y r.'1'i|1|._'.

toar Tt Ix'niuhl:l:r icdeals and i:hiv._'.lr'__.'.

S —

WHEEL-LOCK FISTOL,
Whith bathoer 1.]I.'Ii|.1i|:_'|-' Eunpn-.'.'cil,": A ].'IT!:-I,'I.'

rzr e aof seldiers being armicd with guns, there Mg
was little place for the armooned knight. Cuirassiers and eyfifer
lighl:-r;w.ﬂ'r:.-' cermiesd S wheel-lock '|:li-,='.r|[:t.. This Cermnmn
l.':-:..'.|1'.|.||.u of aboot 15%) luag an |."-.'.‘1C!:I1_l|-' steck inlnid with c-m;ra'.'._ld
]1.'|:|1-:_'I:5 and :t;rr:|15 af 5t.1g]:|_1r|1

Ramrod

Suel-ewy
forr Siispeising

This Ll 1'.‘I|:|.'I-|.'I."II.|.1:Ir.!|'
cirrimicd pe-bio wis
cloesigmed o lang,
frisem a1 bl

J'-'l'.'.'.'lrl'.'l_:.;
pricker fo
anblock ook

L EPRLUTE P MR RIL R B REAR e THE ¥ICTNR

The chivalrons ideal knight
is shown aboul ke receive
Rhis prize om this Victorian
silhewette, The koight in
shining armour, He quest
for the nly Grail, and
other legemdary Arthuorian
] 2dventures appealed to the
romantic Victerian mind,
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